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While perhaps the greatest point
of interest for many outside the
Chapter is the election of the new
Prior General, inside the days are
filled with a variety of issues, documents, discussions and decisions.
There is much contained in this
issue regarding the Chapter. While
many of you followed its proceedings on the Order’s web page, we
hope you will find what is contained here equally informative and
encouraging.
FR. MICHAEl DI GREGORIO, OSA
Coordinator of Communications
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Father Prevost, at the end of his second mandate (29 August 2013) greets
with joy and gratitude the visit by the Holy Father who celebrated the
Eucharist in Saint Augustine’s church in the Campo Marzio district of
Rome.
Gratitude, awareness of the challenges facing us, joy… With these
sentiments the Prior General Robert F. Prevost, at the end of his
second mandate (29 August 2013), comments on the presence of Pope
Francis who celebrated the Eucharist marking the opening of the 184th
Ordinary General Chapter.
“Gratitude”. Father Prevost explains: “Knowing as we do all the
commitments and work on the Holy Father’s agenda, to think that Pope Francis
chose to come and celebrate this Eucharist is truly gratifying… and all the
Augustinians are pleased, grateful and perhaps even moved by this truly
generous gesture of the Pope”.
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The ninety friars who gathered in
Rome for two and a half weeks
to deliberate issues of importance
to the Order represented several
thousand Augustinians throughout
the world and reflected their
hopes and dreams, challenges and
concerns. Many of the friars commented on the young face of the
Chapter. The average age of the
Capitulars was 54 years, with the
oldest member at 76 and the
youngest at 31. Fifty friars were
fifty-five years or younger, forty
were 56 or older. For many this
was the first General Chapter they
had attended. One friar, on the
other hand, reported that this was
his 10th!

pa

t

With this issue of OSA INT we
proudly introduce Fr. Alejandro
Moral, Prior General of the Order,
together with his General Council,
elected during the General Chapter celebrated in Rome from
August 28 through September 14.
Father Alejandro is no stranger to
readers of this publication as he
served the past 12 years as Assistant General and was engaged in a
variety of works that have been
reported in past issues of OSA
INT. Our prayers are with him and
his collaborators as he assumes the
leadership of the Order. His predecessor, Fr. Robert Prevost, completed his second term of office
at the start of the same General
Chapter and returns now to his
home Province of Chicago, in the
United States.To him go the thanks
and good wishes of members of
the Order whom he served faithfully for twelve years with attentiveness and zeal.

Pope Francis with the Augustinians,
comment by the Prior General

fron

Editorial

The Augustinians with Pope Francis after the Opening Mass of the 184th Ordinary General Chapter
presided by the Pope himself at the Basilica of St. Augustine in Rome

Father Prevost returns to the content of the Holy Father’s homily:
“The Pope’s homily, in a profound sense, is a true “instrumentum laboris”
which presents certain “lights” and challenges on which the Order will wish to
reflect, in prayer, in dialogue, and even in terms of capitular decisions.
The aspiration to love cannot remain closed in us friars, within the Order.
The world calls on us too to be generous through the witness of our lives, and
with the charism that the Order has received… as ever united with the Church!”.
Finally joy at the presence of Pope Francis: ”I feel sure that the joy
experienced in this celebration with the Holy Father is no superficial sentiment,
which afterwards will no longer be felt. Our Chapter, and accordingly, the life
of our Order, will feel the strength of this joy, of this unity with the Holy Father,
that we were able to enjoy. It was truly a great gift by Pope Francis to the Order
of Saint Augustine”.

F R O N T PA G E

The Chapter begins its work
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On Thursday, August 29th, the work of the 184th
Ordinary General Charter began at the Patristic
Institute, the Augustinianum. 83 capitular friars
from 32 different nations,
representing 50 circumscriptions scattered
throughout the five continents worked, prayed
and challenged one
another in the spirit of
our spiritual father Saint
Augustine. They began
the task of developing a
program for the next six
years and selecting a new
Prior General. The first
speaker was Fr. Michael
Di Gregorio, president
“pro tempore” of the
Chapter until the election of the Prior General.
He assumed this role as
stipulated by the Constitutions of the Order, in
accordance with his position as Vicar General.
In his introduction, Fr. Michael looked at the
present state of the Order as we celebrate the Year
of Faith in 2013. He then pointed to three persons
in the Church and Order who were recently in the
news and who can be sources of inspiration for us.
They are: Fr. Theodore Tack, 93rd Prior General of

the Order from 1971 to 1983 who died on February
10th and who more than any of his predecessors
visited the communities of the Order throughout

The Chapter members voting

the world with great personal enthusiasm; Pope
Benedict XVI who courageously stepped down as
“Bishop of Rome” on February 11th ; and Pope
Francis who was elected Pontiff on March 13th.
“Gratitude, reverence, enthusiasm for the
Augustinian charism; courage in deciding on a way
forward for the good of all, simplicity and
humility in the exercise of leadership.
This is what the three events of the early
months of 2013 suggest to us”, the Vicar
General stressed. Among the themes to be
debated in the coming days are the Unity
of the Order in our everyday living, and
two themes which emerged during the
Intermediate General Chapter of 2010:
vocational promotion and community
life, an integral part of the charism of the
Order.
Other aspects to be examined are the
New Evangelization and the Order’s role
in that mission.

The Chapter members in session

Father Alejandro Moral Antón
New Prior General of the Order of Saint Augustine
“Dear Brothers and Sisters,

Fr. Michael Di Gregorio, OSA
President of the Chapter

The Capitular Friars, almost a hundred of
them who have come here from all five continents,
elected on the third secret
ballot, the 97th Prior General who thus succeeds
Father Robert F. Prevost who has come to
the end of two consecutive mandates.
The
election
took place on the
feast of Our Lady of
Consolation, maternal patroness of the
Order.

Fr. Alejandro Moral Antón

Fr. Alejandro Moral taking oath and accepting
his election to the office of Prior General

The new Prior General is Father Alejandro
Moral Antón, serving in the Augustinian General
Curia in Rome where in the last six years he has
been Procurator General of the Order with
responsibility also for the Justice and Peace commission.
“That the Augustinian family be always more an
evangeliser”. This is the hope that the new Prior
General felt strongly in his heart just a few hours
after his election at the General Chapter gathered
in Rome at the Patristic Institute, the Augustinianum.
“I wish that the Augustinian family, always more
united and more capable of living life in common according to the charism of Saint Augustine, would with
renewed vigour and enthusiasm bring the Gospel to those
who are poorest and those who suffer”.
Fr. Alejandro emphasized, remembering the
invitation of the Pope expressed during the Mass
celebrated in Sant’Agostino in Campo Marzio, to
be pastorally fruitful, repeating the invitation “to
carry the Gospel with hearts united, and to walk in God”,
an expression of the mercy of the Father.
Father Alejandro Moral Antón now assumes the
presidency of the General Chapter which goes on
to deepen the ideas already outlined in the Instrumentum laboris with a view to developing a program
for the Order to follow for the next six years.
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It is with great joy and sincere gratitude to God that
I announce to you the election of our brother Fr. Alejandro
Moral Antón as the 97th Prior General of the Order of
Saint Augustine, on this day, September 4th 2013, on the
feast of Our Lady of Consolation, Patroness of the Order.
I ask all the brothers and sisters of the Order, and all our
communities, to offer a prayer of thanksgiving and intercession, that Father Alejandro may be blessed with wisdom
and strength so as to guide us and inspire us in the coming years.
May he experience, above all, an authentic encouragement and collaboration on the part of all the members
of the Order in the exercise of his ministry for the good of
our communities and in the service of the Church. We
ask the intercession of Mary Mother of Good Counsel, our
Holy Father Augustine and all our Saints and Blesseds,
that our Order under his guidance may grow in unity
and in holiness”.

A U G U S T I N I A N F A M I LY

MY AUGUSTINIAN AND ECCLESIAL
EVANGELICAL REFLECTION
On Thursday, September 12th, following his election
as Prior General, Fr. Alejandro Moral addressed the
General Chapter in the auditorium of the Patristic
Institute, outlining his program for the next six years.
He began by expressing his gratitude to his predecessor,
Fr. Prevost, the former General Council, and other
members of the Curia with whom he had served the Order
as Assistant General. The following is Fr. Alejandro’s
address:
“Be compassionate as your heavenly father is compassionate” (Luke 6, 30)
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Father General addressing the capitulars with his plans
and programmatic notes

Fr. Adolfo Nicolas (Superior General of the Company
of Jesus), in his reflection addressed to the members of the
Chapter, presented us with 8 challenges. I will focus
upon the first one. He said: “You should recapture the
great challenges of humanity”. And he added: “we religious should ask ourselves: ‘How can we reduce the sufferings of humanity?’ Jesus went about the world doing
precisely that: curing, listening. Religious challenges do
not exist. We are religious and therefore we approach
humanity from our religious being. The challenges of
humanity are our challenges as they were for Christ”…
And he concluded by saying: “We must recover the
ancient tradition of the religious orders and the reason
they arose, which was to work for humanity”.
For our Order, as we are seeing during this
Chapter, it is important to find our place in society; the authentic place from which to fulfill our
mission of evangelization. It is evident that the
Church of Jesus cannot live enclosed in itself,

concerned only with its problems, thinking exclusively of its own interests. Nor can the Order of
St. Augustine. It has to be amid the world, but
not in just any way. If we want to be faithful to
Jesus and we allow ourselves to inspire through
the principle of mercy, the Church and the Order
have to be in a very specific place: where suffering
is found, where there are victims, the poor, those
mistreated by life or injustices of people, women
who are battered and terrorized by their companions, undocumented citizens, those who cannot
fine their place in society nor in the hearts of
people. In a word, it has to be in the gutter with
the wounded.
From its origin, there have been men and
women in the Church serving the poor and the
needy, trying to relieve the pain and the needs of
those with little hope, in a still minimally organized society without hardly any social services…
There is still an immense amount of activity by
Christians in mission lands and among ourselves,
as well in Church institutions as organisms and
platforms of other kinds. They are the compassionate face of the Church, the best we Christians
have.
But, this is not enough. We must work for the
Church and the Order, such as they are configured in their totality by the principle of mercy.
The Church and the Order would have to make
themselves known by being in places where the
most liberal, bold, and intense reaction in the face
of suffering in the world can be observed; the
most sensitive and committed reaction in the face
of all physical, spiritual and moral wounds of the
men and women today.
They will have to do many other things, but if
we are not structured, as religious and as an Order
by compassion, everything we do will be irrelevant
and even dangerous, thus it will easily stray from
our mission of introducing the compassion of
God in the world. Compassion is the only thing
that can make today’s Church and the Order
more human and more credible.
How much significance might a magisterial
comment have regarding sex, homosexuality, the
family, women or different problems in the world
if it is not spoken without compassion toward
those who suffer? What good is academic theology if it does not awaken us out of indifference or
if it fails to introduce more compassion in the

A u gus t i

is no human progress, progressive
politician, no true religion, no responan
sible proclamation for human rights, no
family
justice in the world if it does not draw us
closer to the least ones with the seriousness of
the compassion of God. If distracted by other
questions or interests, the Church fails to remember this and then She gradually distances herself
from her Lord.
I conclude by affirming the fact that “we run
the risk of perishing as an Order if we do not
embrace the reality of following the poor Christ,
and the fundamental option for the poor seriously”.
But we can only achieve “being compassionate
as our Father is compassionate” if we know how to
be alone with Him, if we dialogue with Him, if we
immerse ourselves in his very innermost being,
which is his passion for his children. We must
always feel a DEEP LONGING TO ALWAYS
JOURNEY TOWARD GOD, yearning to meet him.
The interior life is the only way to encounter God
and give him as food to our neighbor.
I also want to call to mind the importance of
our common life and true communion. I call to
mind the words of Pope Francis when he spoke to 7
us of the “restlessness of love” in the inaugural
Mass of our Chapter. How do we deal with the
restlessness of love? Do we believe in love of God
and neighbor? Do we allow ourselves to be restless about the needs of our very brother or do we
allow ourselves to remain wrapped up in ourselves? How sad what Pope Francis said to us is!:
“at times it is possible to be in community without
truly knowing our brother”.

The Prior General, Fr. Alejandro Moral OSA, together with the members of his council
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Church and in modern culture? Why insist upon
Liturgy if the incense and the hymns prevent us
from seeing suffering and hearing the cries of
those who suffer? The Church will be credible if
Her actions are motivated by compassion toward
human beings, because this is precisely what is
most lacking in today’s world.
Living compassion is not easy, neither for the
institutional Church, nor for our parish communities, or the hierarchy or Christians on their journey. It is not easy for those who consider themselves “progressive” or for those who lock themselves in the past. Thus, there is the urgency of
listening over and again to the call: “Be compassionate as your heavenly Father is compassionate”.
What is it exactly that Jesus wanted to introduce into the world? What does searching for the
Kingdom of God and his justice mean for Jesus?”
I think we can summarize it in this way: God is,
before all else, a mystery of compassion toward his
creatures. The crucial point for human history
now, is to welcome, introduce and develop this
compassion. It is not enough to have a more just
and new order of things according to the vision of
justice that the economic, political and religious
powers almost always orient toward their own
interests. Yes, we have to speak about justice but a
justice that is born of compassion and introduces
into the world a new dynamic and a new direction.
Compassion directs and motivates everything
toward a more dignified life for the least ones.
This is the first task of the followers of Jesus today
and always. This is welcoming the reign of God:
making nations, cultures and politics and religions
look toward the dignity of the least ones. There

A U G U S T I N I A N F A M I LY

Programmatic Notes of Fr. Alejandro’s administration
Two reference texts:
“The greatest among you must become the
least, and the one that rules like the one who
serves” (Luke 22:25). “The one who rules
among you must not find joy in ruling out of
power but in serving out of charity” (Rule, 46).
A) All authority, even that of the Prior General
must always be exercised as a service of love:
* Service to God, the beginning and end of
all things, revealed in Christ, calls us by name
to following him.
* Service to the Church, our Mother, totally
disposed to its instructions and needs.
* Service to the Order in all and each one
of its members, so that we can bring to its fullness, the vocation to which we have been called.
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B) It is not a service to achieve individually, but
rather in community, that lends itself toward
communion.
In effect, Augustinian religious life can only
be understood and lived through the union of
hearts and souls on a journey to God. Hence:
* The importance of unceasing prayer by
the Prior General and the Government of the
Order.
* The importance of collaboration, dialogue and participation.
* The importance of the openness to the
movement of the Spirit, in its newness and in its
surprise.

The Chapter members listening to the homily
of the new Prior General, Fr. Alejandro Moral

C) My program will be what the General Chapter indicates, gathered, as the Constitutions
indicate, to procure the common good of
the brothers (cf. CC 408).
The decisions of the Chapter, as well as your
enriching contributions from working-group
discussions, lay out the path we will follow for
the next six years and offer valuable material for
reflection and analysis. With this in mind, I wish
to point out ten aspects to which I want to pay
particular attention:
1. Prioritizing the religious dimension of our life,
strengthening the dimension of prayer and cultivating our spirituality. Therefore, I will count
on the recently established Institute of Augustinian Spirituality, which will initiate a service
process by region, as indicated by the Chapter.
2. Encourage common life in the Order in all its
dimensions, promoting the initiatives that
strengthen it and helping major and local superiors in this crucial task. We will look for collaboration among the different circumscriptions, above all in terms of personnel and
finances. I want all the circumscriptions to be
involved in the accomplishment of the chapter
program. To do this we will develop the chapter program in the sessions of the General
Council (in the October and December meetings. This program of the Council will be
extended by the commissions and secretariat of
the Order (from January to March of 2014). It
will be sent to the Major Superiors of the cir-

The Chapter members listening to the speech
of the new Prior General, Fr. Alejandro Moral

3. Strengthen vocation ministry and the care of
our personal vocation that should be lived in a
joyful and consistent manner in order to be
able to offer a credible proposal in today’s
world. Do we want to increase vocations in
both number and quality? Let us live poverty
as presented in the Constitutions that say: What
we give to the poor we give to Christ and what
we deny the poor, we deny to Christ”, and that
“we must give consistent and prophetic witness
to the preferential option for the poor, imitating Christ with such determination” (CC 73).
4. Caring for the formation of the members of the
Order, those in initial phases of formation as well as
those in ongoing formation, keeping in mind our
Augustinian roots and the particular circumstances of time, place and culture.
5. Respond by way of the Gospel to the needs and
challenges of today’s world, in the battle against
injustices, in solidarity with and for the advancement of peace, as we have stated in the beginning of this document.
6. Reviewing economic structures, strengthening
the centralization of the economy and the better use of resources and clarity.
7. Decisively promoting studies and the cultural
life of the Order, paying special attention to the
Augustinian Patristic Institute and other major

centers of Theological Studies: Villanova, Valladolid, Bogotá…
8. Continuing attention to contemplative religious
women of the Order. To do this we will not only
promote future gatherings of the sisters, shared
vocation projects wherever possible and spiritual assistance, but we will try to carry out a
renewal of the Constitutions and the revision of
some forms of life, always in communion with
Presidents of the Federations of women religious and the women Superiors of the monasteries.
9. Continue support of the Augustinian Lay
Movement, with special attention to youth in
order to consolidate the structures of lay representation, the Augustinian formation of its members and collaboration.
10. Strengthen communication in order to facilitate information and interaction.
D) I would like us as an Order to open up to a
future of hope, because there are many signs
of life. I invite you therefore to:
* Discern the will of God for each one of us
as Augustinians and communally as an Order.
* Welcome prophetic dynamism wherever it
might be generated by the Spirit.
* Renew whatever may be necessary to live
out our charism with strength and joy, as so
many of our brothers have done throughout history.
* Participate, collaborate, and invest ourselves in what is, without a doubt, the work of all
of us.
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cumscriptions for study by the respective Councils (April to mid-May). Finally, in June all of
the Major Superiors and the General Council
will meet in Rome to find ways to accomplish
the program, with the help and commitment
of everyone in the designed concrete steps.

A U G U S T I N I A N F A M I LY
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Address by Cardinal João Braz de Aviz
Prefect of the Congregation for the Institutes of Consecrated Life and the Societies of Apostolic Life
(13 September 2013)
We are one million five hundred thousand ordained in the
world, for some two thousand
congregations, orders, secular
institutes and the Ordo Virginum. A big ‘thank you’ to the
Lord who continues to call consecrated persons to life in the
Church. It is extraordinary, none
of us in our present-day culture
would be capable of convincing
anyone to follow this road. Yet,
where we would least expect it,
the Lord finds the way to stimulate people to opt for this vocation of consecration and contemplative life.
This is a time of great change.
Such change includes the field of
spirituality where there is a call to
undertake a new quest. We wish
to do this precisely in the direction in which you are seeking to
walk… Undoubtedly this profound search for God must come
first and foremost. We are conse-

crated persons. If we should lose
half of our good works, but save
the originality of our charism
within the Church, together with
all the richness of your history,
this would be a gain for mankind
and for the Church.
Whereas, if we die under the
burden our work, there will no
longer be any Augustinians to tell
the story in the future. In this
sense we must have the courage
to make a choice. We must maintain and uphold the main thing,
that which is closest to what God
requires of us, that which we have
received through our founders.
This is a necessary path. Today
with one characteristic difference. All our individual spiritualities, an immense heritage of the
Church, must now be replaced by
what John Paul II has called a
spirituality of communion. In this
spirituality of communion we
must find the criteria for men’s

and women’s formation in present-day culture. This is because
here the mystery of God is profoundly present, and in presentday culture there is also a very
great sensitivity to this dimension. In God, unity and diversity
are in perfect equilibrium
because God is one and triune.
So too in anthropology, today, we
must have this centre into which
we were born in the image and
likeness of God.
Saint John says that God is
love, God is trinity and unity.
With this, we are now in your
neighbourhood. If there is anyone who strove to move the
waters on this subject, it is precisely Augustine. In Augustine
there is also contradiction: he was
blinded by the light of the Trinity.
Augustine intuited this: in God
we have the lover, the beloved
and love. Augustine goes on to
say that this is too lofty and too
Cardinal João Braz de Aviz, Prefect of the
Congregation for Institutes of Consecrated Life
and Societies of Apostolic Life, together
with the members of OSA General Council

The Capitulars listening to Cardinal João Braz de Aviz

understands this. We must return
to this. It is the centre of the
Church’s mystery, to return to
the Trinitarian law of love which
belittles itself to find the other.
When this law becomes the law of
the Church, of mankind, of our
relations, then the presence of
love is established there. Even the
question of superior and inferior
in the vision of the faith becomes
simpler because, since God is
love present among us, it is easier
to find God’s will both for him
who discerns and him who has
also to follow it. The Church is
brotherhood.
In this sense I think that you
are at the heart of the Church
with your charism. Give us this
help with all your concrete experiences of life so that we can

more fully live out this reality that
God is love. Love creates community and keeps it alive, as Augustine did with his companions
because he wanted this communitarian life. Then we will understand that diversity does no harm
if there is love. Diversity enriches
us. This is all-important today.
The diversity of religions, of
faiths, of concrete gender experiences makes sense and may
enrich us if we find this light. I
think that consecrated life too,
if it does not rediscover this,
becomes sterile and incomprehensible: if you are consecrated
something must take place within
you. I believe profoundly in this
reality and strive to build it
together with all the religious
and the whole Church.

Cardinal João Braz de Aviz addressing the Chapter members
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profound a path, turning rather
to men and women to understand those three profound qualities implied by the image of the
Trinity.
And now we must take this
further step, where perhaps the
Augustinians could be invaluable
to us: to further develop the concept that God is love, love, love.
That is, God’s essence is love.
Because we are in the image and
likeness of God, we are love.
From Trinitarian ontology we
must pass to Trinitarian anthropology to understand man and
present-day culture. I can’t see
any other way.
Trinitarian theology has
expressed this magnificently in
the precise language that we have
on the Trinity, but we have had
some difficulty in understanding
these things. We profess and
adore the Trinity but we keep it
at arm’s length, as something too
difficult. To us it seems like a
mathematical theorem we are
unable to solve. This is the
nucleus of our life, our DNA,
from which we must start off, if
we are to understand. From here
stems the whole question of
understanding what love is. We
must reconsider the mystery of
the Incarnation and of Redemption as love. I can’t see any other
way.
When God revealed himself
and gave himself to mankind in
Jesus, he undertook a path of
love. The Letter to the Philippians (2, 5-11) is a great help to us
in understanding this reality: “In
your minds you must be the
same….”. Kenosis, then, not as a
diminishment of man but as the
only possible manifestation of
love. To communicate, Love
makes itself small. To communicate, God assumes the dimension
of man and thus manifests himself.
Today Pope Francis conquers
the hearts of many by making
himself almost nothing. Everyone

A U G U S T I N I A N F A M I LY

MESSAGE OF THE GENERAL CHAPTER 2013
TO ALL THE BROTHERS OF THE ORDER
THE PEACE OF RESTLESSNESS
Dear Brothers,
As we come to the end of the 184th General
Chapter of the Order, gathered in Rome, we want
to send to all of you fraternal greetings and to
communicate to you the fruits of our work in the
Chapter sessions.
During these weeks we, your brothers, gathered
from 50 circumscriptions and 32 countries. We
have prayed together, we have exchanged ideas and
concerns and, of course, we have also discussed
problems and shared diverse opinions. We give
thanks to God for this opportunity for prayer, fraternal meetings and work, and for having become
aware of the strength and depth of the ties that
bind us, by having experienced a diversity that
enriches us.
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The work of the Chapter focused largely on a
theme that is well known to all: “The Unity of the
Order in the Service of the Gospel”. The Intermediate General Chapter of 2010 produced that document and, along its same lines, most of the sessions of this Chapter were devoted to seeking
solutions to various problems that the Order faces
throughout the world.

The Capitulars in prayers at the
Basilica of Saint Augustine in Rome

This document invited us to read once again
the first chapter of our Constitutions. In it we are
reminded that our identity as an Order comes from
four constitutive sources: the monastic heritage of
Saint Augustine, our eremitical roots, the particular
circumstances arising from the intervention of
the Apostolic See, and our status as a Mendicant
Order (Const. 4). These are four different roots
that come down to us through history to sustain
and nourish the same body: the Order of Saint
Augustine.
How do we now live this identity of ours? What
do we have to do? Viewed in terms of doing something or not doing anything, is not the best way to
pose the question.
It is, rather, a question of yearning. Yearning
for communion of life, experienced in such fullness
that it makes us feel we are one soul. The yearning,
because of which, our vocation, our treasure, the
pearl of great price for which we have left everything, brings us to share our goods and our talents.
The yearning of prayer and work that give rise to
the happiness of spiritual friendship which is deep,
founded on the presence of Christ in one’s brother.
The yearning which leads each person to think of
his brother before he thinks of himself, to the

The Chapter members posing for posterity in front of the Patristic Institute “Augustinianum”

It is a question of really wanting this communion. Of really wanting a personal depth, arrived at
in prayer, study and reflection, done in the intimacy
of the heart, that changes, without setting out to do
so, the person committed to it into a master of interiority. A depth that blossoms in the service of the
Gospel; a depth that seeks as a natural place, the
common home of brothers.
It’s time to desire. A desire for communion in
the Order that will allow us to strengthen the bonds
with each and every brother, going beyond differences; that will lead us to unite our strengths and
energies, that will make difficult apostolates possible in a complex world. A collaboration that
springs from the yearning for freedom, inner freedom before traditions, routines or relationships; a
freedom that is manifest in obedience to needs that
are shared, a freedom that connects us to the
proclamation of the Gospel alone.
It’s time to hope. To hope for service in the
Church; for a continuous availability that will lead
us to get the best out of each person. Hope to be

a prophetic sign in a world that shouts for peace
and justice. Hope to live, not just for ourselves; to
forget ourselves, to leave aside our focusing on ourselves and, in doing so, to recognize that we exist
because of the Church and for the Church, that our
life is the life of the Church which is at the service
of the Kingdom of God. We can be confident then,
beyond any doubt, that young people will come to
share their lives with us, when the only thing that is
offered to them is to lose their life for the Gospel.
Yearnings, hopes, desires, aspirations... Our
Father Saint Augustine called it “restlessness”.
Once again, like so many other times throughout
history, the Apostolic See has spoken to us. His
Holiness, Pope Francis, in the beautiful words he
dedicated to us in his homily at the celebration that
began the Chapter, affirmed: “What kinds of restlessness does this great and holy man ask us to
awaken and to keep alive in our own existence? I
am proposing three kinds: the restlessness of spiritual seeking, the restlessness of the encounter with
God, the restlessness of love.” Read his words.
“Augustine’s treasure is this very attitude: always
going towards God, always going out towards the
flock…. He was a man constantly stretched between
these poles; never “privatizing” love… always journeying on! Always be on the way … Always be restless! And this is the peace of restlessness.”
The Church requires “restlessness” of us. Let us
be faithful to our Holy Father Augustine in following our Lord Jesus Christ. And may Our Mother of
Good Counsel accompany us!
Your Confreres of the Chapter
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extent of being willing to serve by enlivening,
directing, presiding, and even, and why not, correcting; putting the common good ahead of everything else, that is to say: communion. The yearning
that makes of differences of temperament, age, or
ideology, no more than nuances of one common
experience. Communion such as this will illumine
our inner person to the point that he will radiate
the light of the Gospel in every type of work and
apostolic commitment. There will be no barriers
of language, no obstacles that get in his way.

A U G U S T I N I A N F A M I LY

Father Alejandro was born in La Vid (Burgos), Spain, on June 1, 1955. He entered the novitiate of the
Augustinian Province of Spain in 1972 and professed his religious vows on September 12, 1973. Following
studies in La Vid and Madrid, he continued his academic preparation at the Collegio Internazionale S.
Monica in Rome, and made his Solemn Profession in September, 1980. He was ordained to the priesthood
on June 20, 1981.
Father Alejandro served his Province at various times as librarian, bursar, director of formation, and
Provincial counselor. In 1995, at the age of 40, he was elected Prior Provincial and served in this capacity
until his election as Vicar General of the Order in 2001. From that time until his election as Prior General he
has been a member of the Order’s General Curia and has held various responsibilities: as President for the
Commission charged with the revision of the Constitutions, President of the Economic Commission, and
President of the Order’s Secretariat for Justice and Peace; from 2004 until the present he has served as
Procurator General of the Order and since 2009 has been Assistant to one of the two Federations of
Augustinian Contemplative Nuns in Spain.
Father Alejandro has also worked extensively with the Order’s international commissions of Laity,
Education, Finances and Spirituality. He has published various articles on Sacred Scripture and the Religious
Life, and has translated several works on Augustinian Spirituality into Spanish. He comes to the Oﬃce of
Prior General, therefore, with much experience, that augurs well for his service to the Order.

14

CURRICULUM
Born: La Vid (Burgos, Spain) / 1st June 1955
Minor Seminary: Palencia from 1966 to 1972
Novitiate: 1972-1973
Simple profession: 12th September 1973
Philosophical studies at La Vid (Burgos, Spain) 1973-1976
Theological studies at Los Negrales (Madrid, Spain) 1976-1978
Theological studies at Rome (Italy) 1978-1979
Solemn profession: 7th September 1980
Priestly ordination: 20th June 1981
STUDIES:
- Licence in Sacred Scripture at the Biblical Institute (Rome, Italy)
from 1979 to 1983
- Biblical Archaeology at Jerusalem from February to July 1983
- doctoral courses in Sacred Scripture 1984-1985
- Licence in dogmatic Theology at the Gregorian University 20042006
RESPONSIBILITIES:
- Librarian at the major seminary Los Negrales, from 1983-1987
- Bursar at Los Negrales 1987-1991
- Responsible for studies at the seminary of Los Negrales 19891995
- Provincial Councillor of the Province of Spain 1991-1995
- Prior Provincial of the Province of Spain 1995-2001
- Vicar General of the Order of Saint Augustine 2001-2007
- President of the Commission for the revision of the Constitutions 2001-2007
- President of the Economic Commission of the Order 2001-2007

The newly elected
Prior General, Fr. Alejandro
Moral Antón OSA

- Vice President of the Commission for Education of the Order
2001-2007
- Responsible for humanitarian projects of the Order 2001-2007
- Procurator of the Order of Saint Augustine 2004-2013
- President of the Secretariat for Justice and Peace 2007-2013
- Vice President of the Commission for the Religious Life Institute
2007-2013
- Vice President of the Commission for the Laity of the Order
2007-2013
- Vice President of the Commission for Education of the Order
2007-2013
- Vice President of the Economic Commission of the Order 20072013
- Assistant to the Federation of Sisters of the Contemplative Life
“Nuestra Señora del Pilar y santo Tomás de Villanueva” 2009-2013
Published many articles on Sacred Scripture and religious life.
Translated some books into Spanish:
- Regla de San Agustín (author: Fr. Nello Cipriani)
- Muchos y Uno in Cristo (author: Nello Cipriani) 2013
Rome, 4th September 2013
ALEJANdRO MORAL ANTóN

MY DREAM: A LITTLE MERCY
MAKES THE WORLD LESS COLD AND MORE JUST
The following was written by one of the younger members of the General Chapter— it recounts his
dream of how the Chapter might express itself with the language and in the manner of Pope Francis

flash

Fr. Cláudio
de CAMARGO,
1st elected
Prior Provincial

THE NEW AUGUSTINIAN PROVINCE OF BRAZIL
Prior Provincial:
Fr. Cláudio de CAMARGO
Provincial Counsellors: Fr. Jesus CABALLERO FERNÁNDEZ
Fr. Jose Luis LUIS ARIAS ÁLVAREZ
Fr. Maciel ALVES BUENO
Fr. Eduardo FLAUZINO MENDES
Provincial Econome:
Fr. Caio Marcio MORAES
Provincial Secretary:
Fr. Salvador Aparecido DOS SANTOS

The participants of the 1st Chapter of the new Augustinian Province in Brazil with the new Prior General,
Rev. Fr. Alejandro Moral, on October 28, 2013 at the Sta. Monica Convention Center in Guarulhos, São Paulo
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We, the Augustinian friars of the 2013 Ordinary General Chapter, attentive to the signs of the times,
wish to make our own the sentiments and desires of Pope Francis for a Church that reflects the dream of
Our Lord Jesus Christ. This, then, is a goal for us to achieve as the Order of Saint Augustine. We seek to be
Augustinians with apostolic zeal, not Augustinians who lounge about. The Order of Saint Augustine is not a
cultural, political or social-service association. We are a living body within the Church, a group that journeys
and acts in history, with the Lord Jesus Christ as a head who guides, nourishes and helps us.
We desire that the young fall in love with Jesus Christ in the way that Saint Augustine did. Such Augustinians will suffer when a brother friar or sister does not live in a similar spirit. For them, the young, we want
to be people who have fallen in love with God, not people who are bachelors or spinsters. We desire that the
Lord Jesus be our fundamental motivation for every action that we undertake. We do not wish to be functionaries. We want to be mediators, not intermediaries. We would like the Order to be poor; with and for the
poor. We want to imitate the One we celebrate, so that, participating in the mystery of the death and resurrection of the Lord, we bear the death of Christ in his members and walk with Him in newness of life. We
seek to be people who do not fear to preach that Christ is the Savior of humanity, who does not seek
applause, money, earthly recognition or academic titles. Conscious of having been chosen from humanity and
called to serve on their behalf in order to imitation of Jesus Christ and caring for the things of God, let us
carry out with joy and sincere love the work of Christ, with a single-minded yearning to please God and not
ourselves. At times we lose those who do not understand us because we have forgotten simplicity and we
speak with a form of rationality that is foreign to our people. Without the grammar of simplicity, the way of
speaking simply and clearly, that is characteristic of our mendicant life, and of our Order, we are deprived of
the conditions which make possible our ability to “fish” for God in the deep waters of his mystery.

A U G U S T I N I A N F A M I LY
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CONFERENCE
OF EUROPEAN PROVINCIALS (OAE)
(Krakow 30 April – 2 May)
In accordance with statute 5 of
the OAE statutes, the annual meeting of the Conference of European
Provincials took place in Krakow
between 30 April and 2 May. The
Province of Poland, with Prior
Provincial Wieslaw Dawidowsky at its
head, welcomed us with warm generosity in the beautiful monastery of
Saint Catherine’s and in a nearby
hotel.
The aim of this annual meeting
is “to consider the state of the Order in
Europe, to propose and discuss new projects or approve the projects which are
already being developed”. For this purpose we began our conference on
30 April, with a Eucharist of thanksgiving for the life of the Order on
this continent, where we Augustinians, now fewer in number, continue
to face important challenges.
After the Eucharist, the President of the OAE,
Father David Middleton, dispensed the official
welcome with his greeting. This was followed by a
well documented presentation, given with style

Participants of the OAE Conference

and passion, by the Provincial of Poland on the
history of this Province. Following its suppression,
the restoration of the province began in 1983,
with the assistance of Father William Faix,
responding to the request of the late Rev. Father
Theodore Tack, Prior General.
Emotion crept into the narration as
Father Wieslaw told this story especially when recalling the life of
these Augustinian brothers, some of
whom ended their days in the Nazi
concentration camp of Auschwitz.
Of the different themes dealt
with, we concentrated on the new
evangelisation, the faith so often
absent in European society, collaboration with the laity, the use of
social networks… and, as always, the
vocations and young Augustinians.

Participants of the OAE Conference on their way
to visit the Nazi concentration camp of Auschwitz

The latter are particularly deserving since they
belong to the new generations and find themselves confronted with innumerable difficulties,
some of which arise from the very difference in
age among our friars. We believe that the subject
of vocations is not adequately covered, that is, by
devoting persons and time to it. We are more concerned with everyday affairs for which we attempt
to find answers, however without an overall view
to the future. We should be more incisive, more
creative and bold on these last two themes.

President and present Prior Provincial of the
Philippines. Fr. Wieslaw was elected Vice-President; our best wishes for his service. Thanks also
to the Vicar General, Father Michael Di Gregorio,
who accompanied and sustained us with his presence and advice, competently standing in for our
Prior General, who was unable to be with us.
And the last memory, of the many there
were, refers to Auschwitz-Birkenau. We visited
these two places on 1 May. And as we completed
the visit, marked throughout by
sadness, the impossibility of comprehending and explaining this
reality, our eyes filled with tears… a
deadly silence invaded our hearts,
irrationality our minds, and impotence our being … we understood
a little better that the only FOUNT
OF MERCY is God… to whom we
gave thanks in the chapel which
was established in the midst of this
graveyard in which millions of persons lost their lives as a result of
human irrationality.

The participants at the concentration camp of Auschwitz

Fathers Miguel de la Lastra and Aldo Bazán,
members of the secretariat, had prepared everything in advance, in great detail. They were the
souls of this conference: organising, proposing,
solving, translating… They are deserving of our
heart-felt gratitude. Without their
dedication and capacities it would
not have been possible to organise
this meeting in the way they did.
Thanks for your generosity and
commitment.
We likewise thank Father David
Middleton, Prior Provincial of the
Province of England-Scotland, up to
their last Chapter. Over the last few
years he was President of OAE.
Thanks, brother! The President of
the OAE taking over from him is
Father Carlos Morán, former Vice

The participants at the concentration camp
of Auschwitz

Our thanks go to all those friars
who made this new Conference of
Priors Provincial of Europe possible.
And a special thanks once more to
the two brothers of the Secretariat and to the
Province of Poland, so worthily represented by
its Prior Provincial Wieslaw Dawidowsky.
Father Alejandro Moral Antón, OSA
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AUGUSTINIAN SYMPOSIUM
ON JUSTICE AND PEACE
(Iquitos 19-24 May 2013)

In that noble and ancient land of Peru, in that
homeland of diversity that is Amazonia, we are celebrating this Symposium on Justice and Peace,
organized by the Secretary General of OALA, with
Fr. Victor Lozano (Secretary General) as the convener of this meeting, and Fr. Jaime Soria, (local
coordinator). Would there be a better place for
this topic? Impossible! The jungle at this time is a
place of worldwide prominence, because our
planet is sick, because of global warming and
everything that signifies.
The symposium is celebrated in the Recanate
Center in the city of Iquitos, suitably prepared for
it. Representatives from almost all of Latin America participated. Young Augustinian religious
joined with laity who helped us in the development of the reflections.
The conferences were very interesting and
merit a more lengthy study. Fr. Victor Lozano gave
a full presentation of the days, with an introductory reflection that was very poetic and beautiful.
Fr. Gonzalo Tejerina spoke to us firstly about The
Integrity of Creation. Eco-Theology in a Threatened
World. An Augustinian Vision, and on the second

day he spoke about The Place of the Poor in the Practice and Preaching of Saint Augustine. Jose Luis Rivera
spoke about Some Lines of Augustinian Thought and
Doctrine about Justice and Peace. Joaquin Garcia
spoke about The Land and Nature, the Spiritual
Source for the Indigenous Peoples in Latin America. The
biologist, Jose Alvarez, who as Ministry official in
the current national government joined us, as well.
He is an expert in all of the ecosystem of the Amazon, and he offered us an extensive vision on some
issues directly related to the jungle. We had the
good fortune of counting among the participants
key persons from the Commission of Justice and
Peace and Human Rights of the Apostolic Vicariate of Iquitos and a lawyer, all of whom accompanied us every day. Also, we had the opportunity of
hearing the testimony of a woman who had been
the victim of human trafficking.
We worked in groups because one of the objectives of this meeting was “to offer a prototype of a
manual for Latin America, with the goal that each
circumscription would be able to develop their
own particular manual, taking into account the circumstances of each circumscription.” Fr. Jaime

The participants of the symposium on Justice and Peace

The participants of the symposium in session

the tradition of our saints and intellectuals in this
area. The world of today is crying out to us in those
who are on the margins and who are excluded.
Also the last two popes have asked us passionately
to be attentive to the signs of the times in the
proclamation of the Gospel whose nucleus must be
drawn from Chapter 25 of the Gospel of Saint
Matthew.
A special thanks to the friars of the Vicariate of
Iquitos, along with Miguel Fuentes as Vicar, who
offered to us a warm and fraternal welcome. They
have always been attentive to whatever needs there
were and they were with us through all stages of
the symposium.
With profound admiration we warmly thank Fr.
Joaquin Garcia, who, continuing the work of Fr.
Avencio Villarejo established the second largest
library dedicated to the issues surrounding Amazonia. The library houses 35,000 volumes. We have
had the good fortune to have been able to visit it
and to admire it, guided by him.
FR. ALEJANDRO MORAL, OSA

The participants of the symposium at work in small groups

19

2 – 2013

Soria had developed that project
and was the source of the material
that we worked on in the groups. An
important part of this manual would
serve as a basis, along with that of
the Order, for the section dedicated
to the theme of “Human Trafficking”, something on which the Order
has been working for the past three
and a half years. Fr. Alejandro
Moral, the then assistant General
and the president of the Secretariat
of Justice and Peace of the Order,
presented the “Manual of Justice
and Peace which the Order has studied in the Ordinary General Chapter.” At the same
time he informed us about the activities carried
out by the Secretariat during these past 6 years.
This interesting Symposium was made complete by three instructive outings. We went first to
a tributary of the Amazon, the Nanay. We later visited the Colegio San Agustin and the Center of
Wellness, “Isidra Borda”. This center serves women
who are victims of diverse types of violence, almost
all of them young women who have been sexually
exploited. Finally, we went to the Thagaste Center
of the Vicariate, where the alumni of the Colegio,
young people and catechists gather for various
programs including those on pastoral issues.
By way of conclusion, we can say that if there
were to be a model to guide our steps in the following of Saint Augustine and of our Augustinian
spirituality, it would be Matthew 25: 31-46.
Fr. Victor Lozano said in his opening remarks
to the gathering, “To work for Justice and Peace
means to take on the risk of standing at the edge
of the political sphere. That is, our task is not to
swallow the pill of liberalism which lifts up
a small few above the wide base of the
poor majority. We stand there in order to
avoid serving the middle classes uncritically, assimilating ourselves with them,
looking comfortably over the walls around
our houses at a world of those who are
excluded.”
We applaud all that has happened and
is happening in our circumscriptions on
the theme of justice and peace. We value
greatly this symposium and the presence
of so many young friars from the circumscriptions of Latin America. But, in fact,
very little has been done. We Augustinians
need to place ourselves and to immerse
ourselves much more deeply into what our
holy father says on the themes of justice
and peace. We should know more about

A U G U S T I N I A N F A M I LY
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Augustinian Youth
Encounter (AYE)
One of the highlights of this year of faith was
the excitement generated in July by the International Meeting of Young Augustinians, AYE 2013
(Augustianian Youth Encounter). AYE took place
1
from 16 to 20 July at Mendel Augustinian College.
The meeting was prepared by the International
Commission headed by the Assistant General Rommel Par who, together with the Local Commission
and a group of volunteers, worked with great love
and generosity of spirit. They gave of themselves
with total dedication, to ensure that everything
went splendidly, in accordance with God’s will.
The opening of the meeting was on the 16th
with a party, dancing and the tasting of local foods:
Brazil’s welcome feast for all the young people of
the Order.
On the 17th the pilgrims went to Bragança Paulista where they had the opportunity of reflecting
2
on their attitudes and for the opportunity to celebrate the sacrament of confession. The theme was
Interiority, organised by the Augustinian sister
Ana Maria Guantay. The afternoon was for
leisure and a time to meet others. At the
end of the day, the young people took
part in the Via Lucis which ended with
a wonderful show in the square.
The 18th began with a talk by
Monsignor Alberto Bochatey on
Faith, which was the topic of the
day. After which some of the
young people offered their
witness and later took part
in workshops. At the end
3
of the workshops everyone joined in an act
AYE participants at Mass (1)
of worship. That eveAYE participants posed for posterity after visiting some needy families in Guarulhos, São Paulo (2)
ning saw the presenAt the opening of AYE in Mendel College, São Paulo (3)
AYE during the cultural show and presentation by different countries (4)
tations of the Festival
AYE participants on their way to visit some needy families in Guarulhos, São Paulo (5)
of Nations, which
AYE at Campo Cerete (São Paulo) together with the different youth groups to the WYD Rio 2013 (6)
brought the day’s activities to a close. The topic

4

A NEW SCHOOL “COLEGIO SAN AGUSTIN DE HIPONA” IN CUZCO, PERU
On March 4, 2013, classes began for 86 students of the primary level in Colegio San Agustin de Hipona
in Cuzco. This school was authorized by the directorial Resolution dREC N. 2148 of Cuzco, Peru. The new
school functions promisingly under the direction of Fr. Lizardo Estrada, General director of the Colegio, Sr.
Elizabeth Saenz Pérez, Pedagogical director, and Fr. Venturo
Miranda who is in charge of the school’s pastoral ministry.
On various dates, public activities were held with the participation of the school’s teachers, along with the parents of the
students and various public officials.
The presence of the public officials demonstrates the esteem
in which the school is held, thanks be to God. In this way, the Vicariate of San Agustin of Apurimac is united to the educational
ministry that the Order provides in various parts of the world.
FR. LIzARdO ESTRAdA

Fr. Lizardo Estrada
General Director of the College/School

Colegio San Agustin
(St. Augustine College/School)

Students of Colegio
San Agustín de Hipona
de Cusco

for the 19th was Vocation and Mission. The young people went to Guarulhos to visit needy families and thus
offer a concrete sign of God’s love. In the evening they participated in the Mass presided over by the Prior
General Fr. Robert Prevost and ended with the release of AYE balloons. After leaving Guarulhos, together with
young people from other parishes and colleges, a meeting took place with Bishop Edmar, regional bishop of
the archdiocese of São Paulo.
On the last day of the AYE, the participants packed their bags for the next morning after which, in the
afternoon they took part in the celebration on the “Parade Ground” in preparation for World Youth Day, with
a Mass celebrated by the Archbishop of São Paulo, Cardinal D. Odilo Scherer. After returning to the school
they left almost immediately for the journey to Rio de Janeiro, stopping off in Aparecida to participate in a
solemn Mass with many other young people from all over the world.
As a result of these exceptional experiences of AYE and World Youth Day, the young people made new
friends and shared moments of deep spirituality and a rich Augustinian experience, learning in this way to be
Young Augustinians, witnesses of Jesus, and friends of Saint Augustine and Saint Monica.
FR. EDUARDO FLAUZINO MENDES, OSA
5

6

2 – 2013

21

A U G U S T I N I A N F A M I LY

PROVINCE OF MEXICO
Prior Provincial:
Fr. Rafael Baltasar TORRES DURÁN
Provincial Counsellors:
Fr. Secundino PEÑA MERY
Fr. Mario LÓPEZ DE CASTILLO
Fr. Abel TORRES TORRES
Fr. Daniel MARTINEZ MARTINEZ
Provincial Econome:
Fr. Edilberto FLORES MAYÉN
Provincial Secretary:
Fr. José Manuel RIVERA CABRERA

PROVINCE OF IRELAND
Prior Provincial:
Provincial Counsellors:

Provincial Econome:
Provincial Secretary:

Fr. John HENNEBRY
Fr. John HUGHES
Fr. Noel HESSION
Fr. Michael MERNAGH
Fr. Tom SEXTON
Fr. Richie GOODE
Fr. Dick LYNG
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PROVINCE OF CASTILLE
Prior Provincial:
Provincial Counsellors:

Provincial Econome:
Provincial Secretary:

Fr. Angel ESCAPA ARENILLAS
Fr. Santiago INSUNZA SECO
Bro. Juan Antonio TEJEDOR GUTIÉRREZ
Fr. Valentín LORENZANA GARCÍA
Fr. Víctor FERNÁNDEZ SANTOS
Bro. Juan Antonio TEJEDOR GUTIÉRREZ
Fr. Antonio VELASCO SUAREZ

PROVINCE OF COLOMBIA
Prior Provincial:
Provincial Counselors:

Provincial Econome:
Provincial Secretary:

Fr. Marino PIEDRAHITA
Fr. Miguel VILLAMIZAR
Fr. César AGUIRRE
Fr. William CARREÑO
Fr. Manuel CALDERÓN
Fr. Alberto URDANETA
Fr. Uriel ZAMORA

ASSISTANTS GENERAL
Africa:
Fr. Edward DALENG (Prov. NIG)
North America-Canada:
Fr. Joseph L. FARRELL (Prov. VIL)
Latin America:
Fr. Edwin Patricio VILLALBA SUAREZ (Prov. QUI)
Asia Pacific:
Fr. Anthony N. BANKS (Prov. AUS)
North Europe:
Fr. Franz KLEIN (Prov. GER)
South Europe:
Fr. Luis MARÍN de SAN MARTIN (Prov. HIS)

DALENG

FARRELL

VILLALBA SUAREZ

BANKS

KLEIN

MARÍN

OFFICIALS OF THE CURIA
Fr. Joseph L. FARRELL (Prov. VIL)
Fr. Miguel A. MARTÍN JUAREZ (Prov. HIS)
Fr. Matthias HECHT (Prov. GER)
Fr. John R. FLYNN (Prov. VIL)
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Vicar General:
Procurator General:
Econome General:
Secretary General:

FARRELL

MARTÍN JUAREZ

HECHT

FLYNN

NEW OFFICIALS OF STA. MONICA, ROME
Prior:
Econome:
Master Of Students:

GUESSETTO

Fr. Robert GUESSETTO (Prov. VIL)
Fr. Martin MICALLEF (Prov. MEL)
Fr. Alexander LONGS (Prov. NIG)

MICALLEF

LONGS

