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(4 February – 1 March 2013)
For four weeks the International Course on Spirituality, was held
in the General Curia, Rome, in Italian, and was attended by 5
Augustinian friars, 7 Augustinian nuns of contemplative life and one
Assumptionist sister. The experience proved extremely rewarding.
In view of the small number of participants, despite the
considerable efforts made, we adjusted the content and teaching
method of the course in line with the attendance. It became necessary
to reduce the duration of the course for obvious reasons, as well as the
subjects and number of hours devoted to each subject. However the
expertise of our good professors, whom we thank wholeheartedly for
their efforts, as well as their readiness to engage with the participants,
helped make the course truly worthwhile.
On the positive side, we were able to offer unlimited assistance to
the sisters of contemplative life. They find it difficult to achieve ongoing
formation because there are not many persons who can undertake
this service or are actually engaged in it in the convents of our
contemplative nuns. There are courses organised by the Federations,
however these tend to be of limited duration, and furthermore focus
mainly on the period of initial formation.
We members of the Commission for the Institute of Spirituality
wish to thank the Major Superiors for the effort made to implement
these ongoing formation courses in our Order, by providing friars

The participants and the organizers of the Spirituality Course 2013

capable of benefiting from the special circumstances of our house in
Rome. On various occasions, the last few General Chapters have
proposed this possibility. Rome constitutes a unique place for us
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The same time period saw
another event of notable, but
regrettable, significance to the
Augustinian world. On February
10, Fr. Theodore Tack, ninety-third
Prior General of the Order,
passed away in Tulsa, Oklahoma.
Many friars and sisters will always
remember him - and our history
will memorialize him as well - as
having played an invaluable role
in the renewal of the Order
following the Second Vatican
Council and the re-writing of our
Constitutions. Fr. Tack traveled
the Augustinian world, as no
other Prior General had before
him, to instill a knowledge and
appreciation for Augustinian
identity and spirituality in a style
that was always personable and
earnest. Above all, he helped us
to know our legacy and our
mission better, and to embrace
both with passion. The Order will
be forever indebted to him for
his service of leadership, and no
less for the witness of his own
example.

pa

t

The early months of 2013
drew the attention of the world
on Rome and Vatican City. The
historic decision of Pope Benedict
to resign the Petrine Ministry
and the subsequent conclave
and election of Pope Francis
were events of great interest to
Catholics and non-Catholics alike.
We Augustinians were captivated
by all of this no less than the rest
of the world. But perhaps for
us there were a few particular
elements that heightened our
interest: the announcement that
our brother, Cardinal Prospero
Grech, had been chosen to
deliver the final meditation to
the Cardinal electors once the
doors of the conclave had been
closed; and the celebration of
Pope Francis’ first public Mass at
the Augustinian church of Saint
Anne, with Cardinal Grech, Prior
General Fr. Robert Prevost and
Saint Anne’s pastor, Fr. Bruno
Silvestrini concelebrating, and
friars from Collegio Santa Monica
and Viterbo assisting at the altar.

COURSE OF AUGUSTINIAN
SPIRITUALITY IN ROME

fron

Editorial

F R O N T PA G E

Augustinians at the level of spiritual and
intellectual formation. It can count on a
formation house, welcoming and open to the
sisters of our Order, not only for initial
formation but also for specialization and
courses on Augustinian subjects. The
“Patristicum” Institute, is our best known
study centre at the international level for
specialization in Patristics, and particularly
Saint Augustine. All of this constitutes a
habitat of the utmost interest for the Order.

Our contemplative participants with Fr. Robert Guessetto,
the Prior of Sta. Monica

Accordingly, the commission appraises
extremely positively this initiative for setting
up an institute of Spirituality in the Order
and offering courses of ongoing formation
in Augustinian spirituality in the various
languages, in Rome. The General Chapter
approved it and the Prior General did
everything in his power to ensure it became
a reality.
Our thanks go to all the members of the
commission but above all to Father Robert
Guessetto, the Secretary, who has been the
soul of all we have achieved. Our thoughts
also go in a very special way to the late Father
Mario Mendoza, who earlier served as
Secretary and to Father Tom Martin, likewise
a member of this commission.
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8 February 2013

The participants with Fr. Michael Di Gregorio, the Vicar General of the Order

The closing mass at the chapel of the
Curia Generalizia Agostiniana presided by
the Vicar General, Fr. Michael Di Gregorio;
and the giving of diplomas to the participants

FR. ALEJANDRO MORAL ANTÓN, OSA
Member of the Commission
for the Institute of Augustinian Spirituality

Communication to All Members of the Order
It is with both sadness and a sense of loss that I write
to inform you of the death of Fr. Theodore Tack, Prior
General emeritus, on Sunday, February 10th in Tulsa,
Oklahoma. Present with him at the time of his death
were Fr. Bernard Scianna, Prior Provincial of the
Chicago Province, Fr. Martin Laird, and myself.
Fr. Tack, a member of the Chicago Province, was
Prior General of the Order from 1971 to 1983. During
his tenure as Prior General, with determination and
deep conviction, he led the renewal of the Order
following the inspiration of the Second Vatican Council
along with the Constitutions of the Order approved in
the Special General Chapter held at Villanova in 1968.
The document from the Intermediate General
Chapter of 1974, held under Fr. Tack’s guidance,
produced the well-known “Dublin Document”, which
articulated the understanding of community life that
has clearly been a transforming force in the life of the
Order.
A graduate of Cascia Hall in Tulsa, he returned there
after completing his service in Rome, and served as both
Headmaster (director) and teacher. Though affected by
serious illness over the past ten years, he continued to
teach until recently, and many people were beneficiaries
of his wisdom and experience through his courses on
St. Augustine and Augustinian spirituality.
May God grant eternal rest to Fr. Theodore Tack,
and may his long years of service and outstanding
example continue to inspire us all.
Finally, I would like to remind all communities of
the Order of the obligation to offer the Eucharist for
the eternal repose of a past Prior General upon his
death, as specified in our Constitutions.

1 – 2013
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Fraternally,
FR. ROBERT PREVOST, OSA
Prior General

Above: Fr. Theodore Tack with Blessed Theresa of Calcutta
Beside: Fr. Theodore Tack with Blessed Pope John Paul II

The Final Moments of Theodore E. Tack, O.S.A.
“What is it like to die?” This question I posed our
confrere Thomas Martin, O.S.A. of the Chicago
Province, as we planned his funeral two weeks before
he died. He responded: “Dying is just like being alive.
You let go of what is going. You receive what each
moment brings, and you place your trust in God.”
These very elements likewise characterized the final
hours of the 93rd Prior General’s life on earth, but
Theodore Tack, O.S.A. gave his own essential nuance

and final teaching to the Order on what is gazed upon
through the redemptive vehicle of death.
On the weekend Ted died, I happened to be in Tulsa
visiting my own family. Knowing Ted had been in a
skilled-care nursing facility for about two weeks due to a
serious down turn in health, I went to visit him. When
I presented myself to the nurse’s station on his floor,
Ted’s own nurse asked me with calm urgency to take a
seat. She explained that Ted needed to be admitted to
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the hospital. Indeed several morbidity factors were on a
collision course: congestive heart failure (this being
complicated by the fact that several years previous he
had lost one lung to cancer), bacterial pneumonia in
the one good lung, cellulitis in one arm, and dangerously
low oxygen saturation in his blood. The nurse was very
hard at work arranging for the ambulance and alerting
the hospital of Ted’s impending arrival. The ambulance
arrived very quickly, and when Ted was strapped into the
gurney, I was admitted into his room. His fingers were
blue due to the poor oxygen saturation in his blood, yet
he was completely lucid. He smiled when he saw me
and said “Hi Marty. How was your flight?”
As I accompanied the gurney to the ambulance I said
to Ted, “Neither the nurse nor the hospital have on
record your “End of Life” decisions. Do you want a “Do
Not Resuscitate” to be issued? Without missing a beat he
said with complete mental clarity, “Absolutely, I want to
be with God. There is to be nothing artificial done to
keep me from dying a natural death.” Ted knew that he
was beyond the reach of physical healing and was focused
on the spiritual healing of death’s redemptive embrace.
Both Ted and I thought he might die in transit to the
hospital, so we said our good-byes and gave each other a
blessing as the paramedics put him in the ambulance.
The paramedics asked me if I wanted to accompany
Ted in the ambulance. I said I needed to make some
phone calls and would follow in the car. I immediately
phoned Ted’s doctor, Dr. Stephen Gawey an affiliate of
the Order, informing him of Ted’s medical crisis and his
lucidly expressed “End of Life” decisions. Dr. Gawey
said, “I will phone the hospital immediately and tell them
this.” I then informed the Provincial of the Chicago
Province, Fr. Bernard C. Scianna, and the Prior General,

Fr. Theodore Tack with the Prior General, Rev. Fr. Robert F. Prevost
Fr. Theodore Tack with Bishop of Tulsa, Most Rev. Edward Slattery

both of whom were travelling to Tulsa the following day
to be present at another event. Neither expected to be
at Ted’s bedside as he breathed his last breath.
When I arrived at the hospital, the prior of the
monastery Fr. John Sotak, was already at Ted’s side in
the emergency ward, with all required paperwork
regarding Ted’s “End of Life” decisions. Ted had already
responded to the increase of oxygen; his fingers were
no longer blue; his complexion was bright. He was alert
and hungry enough to eat a turkey sandwich and drink
plenty of fluid. His doctor entered, and Ted said, “I
thought the Lord was going to take me this morning,
but He still wants me to wait.” When he was ready to be
transferred out of the emergency ward to a private
hospital room, he waved his hand, dismissing the prior
and me, telling us to go home and get some lunch.
On Sunday, February 10th, I was at Sunday lunch with
my family. After lunch I had planned to go to the
hospital to visit Ted. However, not halfway through the
meal, I started to feel very uneasy. Something within was
telling me in terms unmistakable, “Go to the hospital
now.” So I left for the hospital.
I walked into Ted’s room shortly after 1:00 PM.
Ted was very lucid but rather tired due to a sleepless
night. But we had a pleasant, sometimes humorous
conversation. Ted said he had called his sister, Sue, the
night before to tell her good-bye because “I feel the Lord
is calling me home.” Earlier in the morning Ted had
called his prior to come to hear his confession, anoint
him, and give him Communion. Ted said jokingly, “Now
I am all ready to go to the Lord. It’s now up to Him to
decide when he wants to call me.” Then one of his
childhood friends, former Mayor of Tulsa, Robert J.
LaFortune, also an affiliate, entered the room. Life long friends, the two had a spontaneous and lively chat
for less than 15 minutes. Yet I noticed that for the last
couple of minutes of this short visit Ted’s countenance
had changed. Ted began to look through Mr. LaFortune,
as though engaged by something else. After Mr.
LaFortune left, Ted said, “Marty, I need to urinate.” So
I assisted him by swiveling his legs round and helping
him stand so that he could use the plastic urinal at his
bedside. I was looking closely at his face all this time. It
had the same countenance. He was gazing into some
mystery that was intimately present to him. I said, “Ted,
how are you feeling?” He said, “Marty, lie me down. I
can’t go on any more.” So I lay him down. He gave a
slight grown of physical discomfort and said, “Pull me
up higher in the bed.” It was clear he was having
difficulty breathing. So I put one arm behind him and
shifted him to a more comfortable position. It was
obvious that he was beginning to die.
With my one arm supporting him from behind I
grasped his hand and said, “It’s OK, Ted. “Be at peace.
If the Lord is calling you, you will know how to follow.”
He grasped my hand gently and began to lose consciousness. His final words were, “Lord, have mercy on
me.” Immediately his breath started to become more
and more shallow. Still holding him with one arm, I
stroked him gently with my free hand and recited Psalm
23 into his ear. As his breath became ever more shallow,

the Provincial entered the room, followed immediately
by the Prior General. I motioned for them to come
quickly to the bed, “he’s dying right now,” I said. As the
Prior General and the Provincial expressed their
personal gratitude and thanks to Ted, Ted’s breath
shifted from shallow breathing to agonal breathing,
those shallow, gulping inhalations about every 30 seconds
that herald death. Forming a semi-circle around Ted’s
bed, the Prior General, the Provincial and I joined
hands and prayed the Lord’s Prayer. Because Ted had a
pacemaker, his carotid artery continued to show a pulse,
but at 1:53, the light left Ted’s eyes and the agonal
breathing had ended. Slowly the pacemaker shut down.
The entire process took less than 15 minutes.
Ted had entered definitively the transforming Mystery
of death, the Mystery that had sought and found Ted
all his life; the Mystery into which he gazed during the
last several minutes before losing consciousness.

Ted often spoke to me of
the dryness and boredom he
experienced in prayer. Though
he spent much time each day
in silent prayer, it was almost
always dry. In his final conscious moments of life there was
neither dryness nor boredom
as Ted gazed into the Mystery
that was gazing through him.
I end this account with the question with which I
began, “What is it like to die?” Our former Prior General
offered in his death one final teaching to the Order he
led for 12 years and continued to embody: to die is to
gaze into the heart of the Mystery of God in Christ, who
Himself gazes through our very eyes.
FR. MARTIN LAIRD, O.S.A.

Rev. Theodore E. Tack, O.S.A. (1927 - 2013)
life in the spirit of St. Augustine. Having completed his
two terms as Prior General, Father Tack returned to
the United States in 1983, residing at St. Nicholas of
Tolentine Monastery, Olympia Fields. The following year
he was named Prior at Immaculate Conception/St.
Henry Parish, St. Louis, Missouri. There he was a
member of the Novitiate formation team and also
engaged in a retreat ministry.
In 1985 he was assigned to St. John Stone Friary,
Chicago. He oversaw planning for his Province’s
Convocation of 1986 while continuing his retreat
ministry. He returned to his alma mater, Cascia Hall,
Tulsa, as a teacher in 1987 and was named Headmaster
there in 1991, serving in that role until 1997. After
leaving the post of Headmaster, he continued teaching
at Cascia Hall until declining health caused his
retirement in 2011.
Father Tack is the author of numerous articles and
three books on the spirituality of St. Augustine:
If Augustine Were Alive, A Man for Our Times, and
As One Struggling Christian to Another: Augustine’s
Christian Ideal for Today.
Father Tack is remembered as a deeply spiritual man
who loved St. Augustine as his mentor and guide. His
study of Augustine helped him in being a compassionate
and understanding spiritual guide for many, humble,
charitable and approachable. His wisdom was often
sought and always valued. He drew strength from
preaching and from teaching both adolescents and
adults about Augustine, especially through his
Confessions. He was a model Augustinian. Father Tack
entered eternal life on February 10, 2013 following a
brief illness. He was 85. His Funeral Mass was celebrated by Fr. Robert Prevost on Wednesday, February
13 in St. Rita’s Chapel at Cascia Hall, followed by burial
in the Augustinian Plot of Calvary Cemetery in Tulsa,
Oklahoma.
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Theodore Edward Tack, Jr. was born July 15, 1927 in
Tulsa, Oklahoma to Theodore E. and Kathleen V. Tack.
He was baptized July 28, 1927 and confirmed on
October 27, 1935. Both sacraments were received at
Sacred Heart (now Christ the King) Church, Tulsa. He
attended Monte Cassino (1932-1935) and Marquette
(1935-1940) Schools, graduating from Marquette in
1940. His secondary studies were at Cascia Hall, Tulsa,
from which he graduated in 1944.
Theodore entered the Augustinian program of
formation in 1944, doing post-graduate work and
beginning his university studies at Augustinian Academy,
Staten Island, New York. He was received into the
Novitiate October 9, 1946. He professed Simple Vows
October 10, 1947 and Solemn Vows October 10, 1950 as
a member of the Chicago Province. Following profession
of vows, he studied at Villanova University, Villanova,
Pennsylvania, earning a B. A. in Philosophy in 1950. He
did his theological studies at Gregorian University, Rome,
receiving an S. T. D. degree in 1956. He was ordained to
the priesthood on September 16, 1953. Upon his return
from Rome in 1956, Father Tack was assigned Saint Rita
Parish, Chicago, Illinois, as Assistant Pastor. In the fall of
1956, he was transferred to Mendel Catholic High
School, Chicago, as a teacher.
Father Tack was named Sub-Master of Professed in
1958, when the new major seminary opened at Tolentine
Hall, Olympia Fields, Illinois. He also taught college
courses and served as librarian. Two years later, in 1960,
he returned to Rome, where he taught at St. Monica
College and was librarian. He was named Master of
Professed there in 1963, a post he held until 1968.
He became Sub-Secretary of the Order and Secretary
for Missions in 1968. He was elected Prior General of
the Order in 1971, and was elected to a second term in
1977. In this role, Father Tack was a transforming force
in the life of the Order. He led a renewal by guiding the
friars to a clearer understanding and living of community

A U G U S T IN IA N F A M ILY

Msgr. Alberto
G. Bochatey, OSA
La Plata, Buenos Aires, Argentina

On March 9th various Augustinians arrived in
the city of La Plata, capital of the Province of
Buenos Aires (Argentina), for the purpose of
taking part in the episcopal consecration of our
brother Alberto Germán Bochatey Chaneton.
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Among the participants from the Order, were
our Prior General, Father Robert F. Prevost and a
number of bishops: the Ordinary of Panama City,
Msgr. José Domingo Ulloa, as well as the BishopPrelate emeritus and the current bishop from the
prelature of Cafayate (Argentina), Cipriano García,
OSA and Mariano Moreno, OSA. Likewise the
Prior Provincial of the Province of Spain, Father
Agustín Alcalde, and the Vicar of the Vicariate of
Argentina-Uruguay, Nicanor Juárez, friars from the
Vicariate of Argentina-Uruguay, from the Curia, St.
Monica’s and St. Patrick’s in Rome. In attendance
as well were Alberto’s formation classmates from
Spain and friars from Mexico, Colombia, Brazil and
Chile. Special mention should be made of the
presence of Father Isidoro Pérez Barrios, an
Augustinian friar and close friend of the newly
consecrated bishop who acted as his assistant.
The procession of some 40 bishops and 300
priests filled the esplanade beside the beautiful
neo-Gothic cathedral of this low-lying city. The hot

VERIT
S
AS LI RABIT VO
BE

temperatures (it being summer in Argentina)
threatened rain, but did not stop the participation
of a very large number of the faithful in the
celebration, filling the church. The procession
into the metropolitan cathedral of La Plata
was impressive due to the large number of
concelebrants and was accompanied by the initial
hymn “Pueblo de Reyes”.
After the Kyrie, Gloria and the readings, we
listened to the Gospel of St. John 21, 1-19, very
aptly chosen for the circumstance. Msgr. Héctor
Aguer, archbishop of La Plata and principal
consecrator, preached a fine homily on the
meaning of service and the exercise of the ministry
which should accompany the undertakings of the
new bishop.
Above: Msgr. Alberto Bochatey, Auxiliary bishop of La Plata;
and his coat of arms
Left: The Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception, La Plata, Argentina,
where the episcopal ordination took place
Bottom: Msgr. Alberto Bochatey during the ordination rite

There followed the litanies of the saints, the
laying on of hands and... an extraordinarily moving
and deeply felt moment in which the book of the
Gospels was held over the head of the new Bishop.
Then came the consecratory prayer, the second
part of which was said by all the Bishops with hands
joined and in a low voice, leaving the principal
ordaining bishop to end on his own.
The rite was long, as is prescribed, although it
did not seem so. The foregoing was followed by the
anointing of the head, the handing over of the
book of the Gospels, and of the ring, the donning
of the mitre, the conferral of the crozier, the
enthronement on the chair and finally the greeting
of peace of the bishops.

Gregorian chant filled the cathedral to its
furthest recesses. The consecrated bishop’s
emotion was apparent in the words of thanks
he delivered. With a special mention for his
predecessors no longer alive, for the bishops
present, for the Augustinian brothers, in the person
of our Prior General and for his family present.
Our fraternal congratulations and the desire
that the phrase chosen for the exercise of his
episcopal ministry “VERITAS LIBERABIT VOS”,
will characterize the service for which he has been
consecrated.
FR. ALEJANDRO MORAL ANTÓN, OSA
Procurator and Assistant General

Above: The concelebrating bishops and priests
during the episcopal ordination
Left: Msgr. Alberto Bochatey
Bottom: The concelebrants with Bishop Alberto Bochatey
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After the homily, the bishop elect stood up in
front of the principal consecrator, replying firmly
to the questions of the consecrating archbishop
regarding the gospel message, fidelity to the sacred
trust, obedience to the successor of Peter, care of
his flock, etc.

A U G U S T IN IA N F A M ILY

RESURGENCE OF THE ORDER:
THE AUGUSTINIANS BETWEEN 1850 AND 1920
Congress of the Augustinian Historical Institute - Rome, 15-19 October 2012
History is the supreme reference and those who study it with
interest and in depth should be
capable of discovering paths
which enable them to understand and to find solutions for
present-day problems. For this
reason a new Historical Congress
organized by the Historical Institute of our Order was held last
October.
The period of study covered
was from 1850 to 1920 under the
title “Resurgence of the Order”. This
complemented the Congress
held three years earlier devoted
to the period of the suppressions
of the nineteenth century.
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We met in the week of October 15th to 19th, in the small auditorium of the Augustinianum, a
sizeable group of Augustinian friars and sisters, and laity, the
majority of whom were historians
who have devoted their lives to

the research, study and promotion of the different events occurring in our Order since its beginnings up to the present day. How
enriching to be able to share lectures and concerns with such
competent and expert persons!
The Congress was intense.
Every day we had scheduled
papers and communications. The
first day began with greetings by
the President of the Institute,
Father Jesús Álvarez Fernández,
and the opening of the sessions.
Thereafter, a professor from the
University of Padua, Gianpaolo
Romanato, gave the inaugural
address, in which he dealt with
the Church in Italy following the
suppressions.
This was an intense and interesting Congress of History dealing with a difficult period for our
Order, however one full of challenges, which obliged the protag-

onists of the time to maintain
their illusion and hope for the
future and to take transcendental
decisions for the years to come.
As pointed out at the beginning
of this account, it is up to us to
learn from the attitudes of our
predecessors how to successfully
face up to present-day situations
and events.
The organization of the Congress decided that Wednesday
would be devoted to visiting the
medieval township of Viterbo a
short distance north of Rome.
There we were awaited by the
prior of the community, Father
Mario Mattei, who accompanied
us on a visit to the cathedral and
the Papal Palace, residence and
refuge of the Popes when the situation within Rome took a turn
for the worse, and seat of the
papacy for twenty-four years.
After which we visited our
monastery, site of the teaching
The participants of the Congress
of the Augustinian Historical Institute

centre of the Province of Italy
and celebrated Eucharist.
After lunch, we went on to
visit the Renaissance Palacefortress erected by the Farnese
family and summer residence of
Cardinal Alessandro Farnese
(Pope Paul III) in a little place
called Caprarola.

The Order in Spain; the
resurgence of the Augustinians
in Holland; the Augustinians in
Peru on the eve of the restoration; the Augustinians in
Ecuador; the missions of the
Province of Castille in Ecuador;
the challenges and new horizons
of the Irish Province; two important figures within the restoration
of the Order in Germany: Fathers
Alois Braun and Pius Keller.
The history of the Province
of Nuestra Señora de Gracia of
Colombia; the war between Spain
and the Philippines and the
three generals who lost an
Empire; the history of the Augustinians in North America, and
afterwards the beginning of the
mission of the American Augustinians in Cuba from 1898 to
1906; the visit and reformation of
archbishop Valdivieso in the
Augustinian Province of Chile in
the years 1850-1876.
The Augustinians of the
Philippines and the decree of
union of the Order in 1893;
the Augustinians in Australiaand
their process of renewal; the
Philippine decline and the
Augustinian restoration in Brazil
and Argentina; saintliness in the

Each conference is published
in its original language.
The publication of over 800
pages of text is available for
purchase from Pubblicazioni
Agostiniane at the General
Curia, Rome.
E-mail: libri@osacuria.org

period 1850-1920; the originsof
the Congregation of the Augustinian Missionary Sisters; and the
International College of Saint
Monica in archival documents
and bibliographies.
Don Cosimo Semeraro, SDB,
secretary of the Pontifical Historical Institute who gave the final
address on the rebirth of religious life at the end of the 19th
Century and the Prior General,
Fr. Robert Prevost, closed the
Congress.
On Saturday 20th we celebrated the Eucharist in the

chapel of the Santíssimo in Saint
Peter’s Basilica.
This was presided over by
Father Jesús Álvarez, and in it
we remembered especially those
members of the Historical Institute who had died in the course
of the last three years, namely:
Fathers Adolar Zumkeller, Juan
José Vallejo.
Luis Monroy and Rodolfo
Arreza, after which, back in the
Augustinianum itself, the Assembly of the Institute took place.
ENRIQUE MARTÍN SANZ, OSA

Fr. Miguel Angel Orcasitas, the former Prior General of the Order with one of the speakers:
Fr. Jesus Alvarez, the president of the Augustinian Historical Institute; and Fr. Luis Marin,
the secretary of the Augustinian Historical Institute
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Among the conferences presented during the Congress, the
reality of the Order in the following countries and provinces was
explored: the Order in Italy; the
Augustinians in the Marches; an
overview of the political, religious, social and ideological
events occurring in the years
1850-1920.

The collection of conferences
delivered at the Congress has
been published by Historical
Institute.

A U G U S T IN IA N F A M ILY
12

Welcome Address to Pope Francis
(17 March 2013)
On the occasion of his visit to the Pontifical Parish of Saint Anne
Holy Father, our journey in these last days has
been that of the two disciples of Emmaus (Lk 24, 1335), initially “with faces downcast” because of the
resignation of Benedict XVI.
Our eyes ‘were kept’ from recognizing Jesus who
walked with us, even though in our prayer for a Pope
according to God’s wishes, we felt our hearts burning.
Then the brother cardinals ‘went to bring him
from almost the end of the earth’. And so ‘our eyes
were opened’ and we recognised the Vicar of Christ,
the successor of Peter.
Holy Father, thank you for being with us, among
the faithful of the parish of Saint Anne, your Parish!
Seeing you here among us brings to mind the
words of our Holy Father Augustine: ‘For you I am a
bishop, with you I am a Christian’ (Sermon 340).
Most Holy Father, Pope Innocent III dreamed of
Saint Francis supporting the Basilica of Saint John
Lateran, symbol of the Church.
We all expect that you will not only support the
Church but the whole world. All believers in Christ
are strengthening your shoulders with their prayers.

1

In this parish every Friday there is an hour of
adoration for the Pope..!
Thank you for having showed us the steps of our
life-program: walk, build, confess, carrying the Cross
of Jesus.

2

1. Pope Francis with the Prior General,
Rev. Fr. Robert F. Prevost
and Fr. Gioele Schiavella
2. Pope Francis celebrating mass at our parish
of Sta. Anna, Vatican City
3. Pope Francis with Rev. Fr. Robert F. Prevost
(Prior General), His Eminence Prospero
Cardinal Grech OSA and some OSA friars
4-5-6. Pope Francis with the Prior General
and some friars
7. Pope Francis with the Prior General and
all the members of the OSA community
of Sta. Anna

3

Now that our eyes have seen, our hands have
touched and our ears have heard (1 John 1,1) the
Vicar of Christ,
‘without delay’, with renewed enthusiasm
we can say to the world,
like the disciples of Emmaus:
‘The Lord has truly risen and has appeared to his
Church in the person of Pope Francis’.
Most Holy Father, as a memento of this historic
encounter the parish offers you the keys of our hearts
and a monograph: Saint Francis, brother of everyone
and everything.

4

5

6

7
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Taking the name of Francis you have reminded us
of the manner by which we should walk, build and
confess: with simplicity, joy, zeal, the poverty of the
poor one of Assisi, treating as brothers and sisters,
not only all people, but also all creatures: ‘All praise
be yours my Lord through all your creatures.’
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JAMES GOOLD OSA AND THE BEGINNING
OF AUGUSTINIAN PRESENCE IN AUSTRALIA
On 24 February 2013
there occurred the 175th
anniversary of the Order
of St. Augustine on the
1838
Australian
continent.
This milestone happened
because James Alypius
Goold O.S.A. set the clock
ticking by reaching Australia
175 years ago. It was a result of Goold’s chance
encounter on the steps of Sta. Maria del Popolo in
Rome during Easter 1837 with Fr. William Bernard
Ullathorne O.S.B, who was Bishop John Bede
Polding’s Vicar General of the Diocese of Sydney.
Goold was moved by Ullathorne’s words about the
need for priests in Australia, and he immediately
volunteered. Ullathorne was then thirty-two years old,
and Goold twenty-five.

2013

James Alypius
Goold O.S.A.

Campbelltown, and was appointed to be the resident
priest of Campbelltown on 20 July 1835.

After his arrival Goold was “assisting Rev. John
McEncroe whose duties were very arduous amongst
the prison [convict] population.” After at least three
months, however, Goold was given responsibility for
Campbelltown, while still initially left living in Sydney.

A parish booklet declares that at the time of
Goold’s arrival in about May 1838, the average Sunday
congregation numbered 250 persons, and that
included the forty-five boys and thirty girls at St.
Patrick’s School, which was conducted by a Catholic
married couple.

At Campbelltown, Goold took over from the
pioneer priest Fr. John Joseph Therry, who had
celebrated the first-ever Mass in Campbelltown on 1
September 1822 by controversially availing himself
of an uncompleted Anglican church there. On 27
July 1834 — four years before Goold’s advent there
— Therry celebrated the first Mass in the uncompleted Catholic Church of St. John the Evangelist,

Goold completed the construction of the Church
of St. John the Evangelist, which had by then
extended over a period of fourteen years. In the fifth
year of Goold’s pastorate at Campbelltown, St. John’s
Church was finally formally opened on 31 August
1841, in the presence of eleven priests – a fair
percentage of the Catholic clergy then serving in the
Sydney area.
It should not be thought that Goold had the
pastoral care of only 250 people, firstly because some
Catholics either through no fault of their own or
else by design, were not at Mass every Sunday and,
secondly, as the priest in charge of the Campbelltown
mission Goold also initially had responsibility for the
smaller Catholic communities at Appin, Narellan,
Menangle, Camden, Berrima, and the Burragorang
Valley. The 130-year-old St. John’s Presbytery,
which Goold built of stone in Campbelltown, was
demolished between 1963 and 1970; had it survived
a little longer, it could well have become heritage
listed and be standing yet today.

The presbytery and church at Echuca, both standing
when the Augustinians arrived there in 1886

With his contracted period of service in Sydney
ending, Goold was reported in the press as intending
to assist his uncle who was Bishop of Demerara in
central Guyana, a colony on the top of the coastline
of South America, sharing borders with Venezuela
and Brazil. But Goold found his departure from
Australia suddenly stymied by his appointment as the
first Bishop of Melbourne. And it was only at that
stage, which was to last thirty-eight years until his
death in Melbourne on 11 June 1886, that Goold
really gained a spotlight in the annals of Australian
history.
Goold was episcopally ordained in St. Mary’s
Cathedral, Sydney on 6 August 1848, a ceremony that
had been delayed a year until three bishops could
gather to participate in the ceremony. His journey
overland to Melbourne left Sydney on 3 September
1848; he used a coach in four that was presented to
him, along with a purse containing a hundred gold
sovereigns, by his former flock at Campbelltown.
The journey of 600 miles (966 kilometres) took
nineteen days. There was no highway to Melbourne;
the reality was no more than that for local convenience adjacent towns were connected to one
another by roads. Persons going from Sydney to
Melbourne almost always went by sea. In that Goold
and his coach in four was one of the first horse-drawn
vehicles to traverse the land route between these
cities, he could be called a pioneer of the Hume
Highway!
Goold was formally installed at St. Francis’ Church,
Lonsdale Street, Melbourne as the Bishop of Victoria
on 8 October 1848. And that began the next phase
of Goold’s life and ministry.
MICHAEL ENDICOTT O.S.A.

Above: In 1988, the late Fr. Maurice O’Connor O.S.A.
at the cemetery behind Old St. John’s Church that Goold
completed at Campbelltown
Below:
The Augustinian Church of Sta. Maria del Popolo in Rome (left)
St. Patrick’s Cathedral, Melbourne (right)
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50 YEARS OF THE AUGUSTINIAN MISSION
IN BRAZIL
On December 15, 2011, the Augustinian Province
of Malta began celebrating in Malta, as well as in
Brazil, the jubilee of the beginning of its work in that
latter country. On December 15, 1962, after all necessary arrangements had been made, the former Maltese
Provincial, Fr. Paul Spiteri, arrived in Sao Paulo, accompanied by the then current Provincial, Fr. Ugolino Gatt.
It was inspiring to see a man of 65 years of age who,
after much work for the Church and for his Province,
was offering to work in so remote and vast a land. This
sacrifice was surely God’s blessing because the plant
continued to grow, arriving now at fifty years of life.
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Fr. Paul Spiteri and Fr. George Debono in the first Parish
residence in Vila Piloto, São Paulo

It is worth mentioning that the Maltese Province
always had missionary work at heart. According to the
narration recently made by the Emigrants’ Commission
of the Archdiocese of Malta, we find that the
Augustinians were the first missionaries who left Malta
in order to work in several countries among the Maltese
living in remote lands. Other Maltese Augustinians
have helped several
Churches in other
countries.
During these last
fifty
years
the
Province in Brazil was
responsible for several
parishes in the States
of São Paulo, Minas
Gerais, Mato Grosso
do Sul and Paraná.
The friars who took
part in this missionary
work have been: Fr.
Paul
Spiteri,
Fr.
Fr. Richard Attard baptizing
George Debono, Fr.
an adult

Richard Attard, Fr.
Francis Saverio Mifsud, Fr. Bernard
Coppini, Fr. Alfred
Tagliaferro,
Fr.
Austin Debono, Fr.
Adeodato Schembri,
Fr. George Bezzina,
Fr. John Pace, Fr. Paul Aquilina, Fr. Saviuor Magro, Fr.
Constantine Borg, Fr. Mario Abela, Fr. Raphel Abdilla,
Fr. Emanuel Borg Bonello, Fr. Peter Paul Cachia and
Fr. Paul Formosa. To this number must be added the
Brazilian friars who are the fruit of our vocational
work: Fr. Luiz Augusto de Matos, Fr. Jorge Manzini, Fr.
Reginaldo Silva de Abreu, Fr. Maciel Bueno and two
students Fr. Rodrigo Vieira da Silva (recently ordained
Deacon) and Bro. William Micheletti.
The work of these religious was not only pastoral
and sacramental. The friars always sought to care for
the entire person, soul and body. Wherever they went,
they undertook humanitarian, social and educational
projects, built chapels, churches and halls for doctrine,
purchased and distributed Bibles and catechetical
books, food, school supplies, and more. This was possible only with the help of Maltese and Gozitan benefactors who were always generous toward the Mission.
For the past seventeen years groups of young volunteers, totaling almost 180, were led by Fr. Mario Abela
OSA during the weeks of July and August to Brazil.
With lots of energy, they visited the places where we
live and work, bringing with them clothing, offerings,
toys for children, and much more, returning to Malta
happy that they had given themselves to the children
and families of our communities.
We thank God that in every Diocese where we have
worked, the bishops always have appreciated our work,
recognizing that we were blessed by St. Paul the Apostle, whom Divine
Providence sent to
Malta in year 60 A.D.
Therefore, during the
commemorative year,
the Maltese Province
thanks God for all He
has done, and pray
that the seeds which
were planted, always
continue to bear good
fruit for the Church
and society.
Fr. Paul Spiteri (left) leaving Malta with the
Provincial to begin our mission in Brazil

FR. CONSTANTINE BORG
O.S.A.

XXiii inter-American Meeting on Catholic Education
(Panamá, 14-17 January 2013)

The participants in session

the section dealing with basic and middle education in
CELAM (Episcopal Conference of Latin America).
On the 16th an interesting talk was given on “The Values of Active Citizenship”, very much up-to-date on the subject of immigration. Likewise the treaty on “Renewing the
Contribution of Catholic Schools in the New Setting: Public Policies and the Digital World”. Today this is one of the scenarios where we Catholics must step in, and be capable of
carrying on a dialogue with the political forces. A presentation was made on the agreement reached with Microsoft for three years free of charge, in Catholic schools,
signed by Father Ángel Astorgano, Secretary General of
OIEC, and the World Vice-President for Education of Microsoft. This is an agreement affecting 7,500,000 users.
The question of the last day of the congress was “The
Catholic School: Island or Node?”. There are 200 million
young people being educated in Catholic schools all over
the world. The congress constituted an invitation to us to
walk together, with a clear identity, creating life and hope,
making use of the media, working as a team and in conjunction with the various schools of each individual country and of all together. The last words of an event we
should bear in mind were: intercommunication and inter
- collaboration. May these lines also convey our thanks
to the Vicariate of Panama, headed by Father Salvador
Barba and the community of the Parish of Our Lady of
the Angels, for their generous and fraternal welcome.
FR. ALEJANDRO MORAL ANTÓN, OSA
The participants posing for posterity with the Bishop of Panama City,
Msgr. José Domingo Ulloa, after the closing mass
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Monsignor José Domingo Ulloa, our beloved archbishop of Panama City, brought to a conclusion the InterAmerican Congress on Catholic Education, which is held
every three years in a city of the Latin American continent, with a celebration of the Eucharist. With his directness of speech, his charisma and smiling presence, he
urged us to live out the “big challenges presented to us
by the world, basing ourselves on one single clear identity”. “Go out and teach” was the title, accompanied by the
orientation “Identity and vision of Catholic schools at this time
of epochal change, in the light of the Coming”.
The photo taken after the Eucharist, shows the
bishop with various Augustinian friars: Carlos Morales
and Miguel B. Florenzán (representing the Antilles:
Santo Domingo and Puerto Rico), Elías Neira (representing the Province of Peru), Alejandro Moral (from the
General Curia of Rome), the headmistresses of our
schools of Santurce and La Vega (Puerto Rico and Santo
Domingo), Augustinian sisters of contemplative life from
Chitré (Panama), friars and teachers of the Recollect
Family ... A smaller number than we might have desired,
but which someone referred to over the microphone as
“the Great Augustinian Family”.
On Monday, January 14, great enthusiasm was developing and growing, amidst a heat which, while enjoyable
for some, proved excessive for others. In fact the real
beginning was on Monday, and it could not have been
otherwise. In the Church of the Carmelites, erected in
honour of Santa Maria la Antigua, the first diocese to be
established on the mainland, the Nuncio of His Holiness
presided over the Eucharist. In his homily he exalted the
figure of Christ as Teacher and Guide.
Already in the big assembly hall set up for the lectures, after initial greetings, the Secretary General of OEI
(the international inter-governmental body specialized in
education, science and culture) made his presentation
under the title “Goals for 2021: The Education We Want for
the Generation of the Bicentenaries”. “Goals for 2021” refers
to the date approved in 2010 by a group of Latin American countries for developing and achieving a series of
goals in the educational drive of their various countries.
Some extremely interesting presentations were offered. In fact, most of them were of this category.
Among these, the talk by the Minister of Education of
Santo Domingo, Josefina Pimentel, stood out, with its
plan for building 29,000 classrooms in the next 3-5
years, to put a end to the million illiterate citizens and
educate young people aged 14-16. The Panamanian
Minister of Education, Lucinda Molinar, likewise took
the floor, insisting on the affection and love which the
educator must bring to his/her task, to redeem the
human person, quite apart from technology. Both
ministers described certain excellent and extremely
interesting possibilities of dialogue relating to their
countries, both stressing that education requires powerful support. The day’s proceedings were closed by
His Excellency Rev. Msgr. Pablo Varela, in charge of
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A FRIAR
AND HIS COMMUNITY IN
THE LAND OF AUGUSTINE
The Augustinians have been in Annaba, Algeria, since
1933, when the Bishop of Constantine-Hippo entrusted to the
Order the care of the Basilica of Saint Augustine. Last year, Fr.
Jolly Albert Enamavungal O.S.A., of the Delegation of India,
became the newest member of the community there, arriving in
April, 2012. Here he reports on his life and work in his own
words. Our thanks to Fr. Michael Endicott who first published
this account in the newsletter of the Australian Province.
Fr. Ambrose is Congolese, and belongs to the
Vicariate of Congo. He is the Prior of our community
and Rector of the Basilica of St. Augustine (Annaba).
He speaks French. Ordained in 2000, he has been in
Annaba since 2010. Fr. Jose Manuel came from the
Vicariate of Chulucanas in Peru; his time here ended
last month (January 2013), and we now await a friar
from Colombia whose arrival is being delayed by the
visa process. I myself was ordained in India in 2003, and
am now treasurer of the Priory here.
Our Priory adjacent to the Basilica has two levels:
the upper has five bedrooms, a common room, chapel,
dining room and kitchen, while the lower level contains
the library and various storerooms. The library holds
20,000 books, many of them about St. Augustine’s
theology and philosophy, the history of Algeria, the
history of the Algerian Church during the French
colonization between 1830 and 1962, and some books
in Arabic. For the research work on St. Augustine, the
professors at the local university send their students to
the Priory’s library.
Built in 1881, the basilica is situated on a hill and it
is near to the Mediterranean Sea. From the top of the
basilica one can see the business district of Annaba seven
kilometers away, and in another direction the Roman
ruins of Hippo Regius, where the stone foundations of
St. Augustine’s fifth-century monastery and his small
Basilica Pacis (“Basilica of Peace”) are visible. These
Roman archaeological ruins are open to the public, and
the government has appointed a custodian and tourist

Fr. Jolly Albert
at Hippo
in late 2012

guides who tell visitors about Augustine and the ruins of
his ancient basilica.
Every day the basilica has visitors, both Algerians
(especially during Ramadan) and foreign tourists from
many parts of the world; we always like making visiting
Augustinians and Augustinian-led groups welcome
here. The basilica is open from Sunday to Friday
between 9.00 am and 11.30 am, and again from 2.30
pm to 4.30 pm. An Augustinian is always present in the
basilica during these periods. The basilica is closed on
Saturdays because it is a Moslem holy day (Friday and
Saturday is the weekend in Algeria).
Although it sounds strange, we celebrate “Sunday
Mass” on Friday because here the two-day weekend is
Friday and Saturday, while Sunday is a normal working
day for everyone. Every Friday we have nearly 80 to 100
people at Mass, including some of the few Algerian
Catholics in Annaba. For major celebrations like the
feast of St. Augustine, Christmas, and Easter, the
number of participants increases to 200 or 250.
Mass in the basilica begins at 9.30 am and ends at
about 11.00 am. It is celebrated in French, but hymns
are sung in various languages - French, English, and
African languages such as Kirundi, Kikongo, Swahili,
and Tshiluba. After Mass people stay around and talk
with us for quite some time. Every fourth Friday the
Mass is in English because some students are Englishspeaking, and there are also quite a number of people
from the Philippines working in Annaba, Skida and
Setief who come to Mass. The basilica is not a parish
church; Annaba’s parish church is located seven
kilometers away from us in the centre of the city, and
the pastor there is a diocesan priest. We help him with
Masses there whenever he requests it.
On most Sundays we celebrate Mass for the Little Sisters of the Poor in their convent, which is located behind
the basilica. The sisters take care of fifty-three elderly
Moslem people (male and female) who have been aban-

Basilica at Annaba

View of Priory façade taken from the Annaba basilica

doned by their families. And on some Saturdays we
Augustinians go together to visit places that we have
not previously seen, or call in on other religious communities in Annaba, Battna, Skikda and Constantine.
On November 16, 2012, we arranged a program for
the welcoming of foreign students who were new to
Annaba, and had nearly 300 participants at Mass. Most
of them are students from the local university who came
here for study purposes, or else immigrants from other
African countries such as Uganda, Congo, Tanzania, Burundi, Mali, Zimbabwe, Ivory Coast, Cameroon, Zambia
and so on. It is important to realize that our Christian
community here is an ecumenical one, i.e., members are
Catholic, Lutheran, Anglican, Evangelical, and so on.
They all join very actively in the liturgy; some of them
come to our Priory for liturgy preparation on Thursday
evenings.
Arabic is the official language of Algeria, and French
is the second language. About eighty percent of the older
generation in Algerian cities can speak French, and now
many of the younger generation voluntarily learn French
as their choice of a European language. I am learning
the French language only, and not attempting Arabic. I
can manage like this for the time I will remain in Annaba,
but unfortunately that leaves me unable to converse
with those people who speak Arabic only. Some of the
diocesan priests speak Arabic, and both the Diocese of
Constantine-Hippo and the Archdiocese of Algiers are
providing some Arabic courses for the priests and religious. We Augustinians always celebrate Mass in French,
but when we reach the Lord’s Prayer everyone in the
congregation attempts to recite it in Arabic.
Before I arrived here, some people told me that
living in the Priory in Annaba would be like being in a
prison, that I would be unable to go outside of the
house, and that I would have to spend my time playing
cards in the Priory because there was nothing else for
a priest to do in a nation that was overwhelmingly

Map of Algeria

Moslem. Some even seriously asked me if I was going to
Algeria to sacrifice my life by being killed. All these
impressions and fears were basically wrong!
I would like to change the ideas of these people
about the life of an Augustinian in Algeria. Every day
we move around Annaba to buy our food and to attend
French language classes, etc.. The local people with
whom we are closest invite us for marriage celebrations
and to their religious feasts. As an Indian I am proud
that the other students know more about India because
of Indian movies; they adore India and its culture and
the films. Algerians like people from other countries.
I have visited Tagaste (Souk-Ahras) and Madura, and
last July we Augustinians went to the monastery of
Tibhirine where seven French-born Trappist monks
were massacred in 1996; the monastery is around 800
km from Annaba, and now conducted by the local
diocese and occupied by French lay couples. We
travelled there like any Algerian would do. I do not find
difficulty in living here; I travel, I go shopping, I visit
the beaches, I visit the other religious houses in nearby
towns, etc.. I am reminded of the question in the
Gospel, “Can anything good come from Nazareth?” I
make the same answer about Algeria, “Come and see!”
Islam is the second most numerous religion in India,
and has more followers there than Christianity does. Because I was educated in a government primary school
that had a lot of Muslim students, and received my
higher secondary education in a private college where
the majority of students were Muslim, I am familiar with
the Moslem religion, mentality, and culture. This definitely has helped me a lot here in Algeria.
Other Augustinians might be able to visit here for a
few days, but I have received the rare blessing of actually
being able to live here, and to visit many times the place
where our Holy Father Augustine lived. It is wonderful
experience for me. It is a special call, and in it I am really
blessed by our Holy Father Augustine.
Fr. Jolly after a wedding celebration in Annaba

Annaba Priory
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Archeological ruins of Augustine’s basilica at Hippo

Aerial view
of Annaba basilica,
priory and convent/
hostel of Little Sisters
of the Poor
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THE AUGUSTINIAN INSTITUTE
at VILLANOVA UNIVERSITY
In 2002, Villanova University (Villanova, Pennsylvania USA), established the Augustinian Institute to give
the life, thought and spirituality of Augustine a prominent and dynamic place in the university’s life. In addition
to working with academic departments to enhance the Augustinian character of courses, the Institute sponsors
lectures in the Augustinian tradition, such as the Vivian J. Lamb Lecture Series on Augustinian Thought and
the Sciences, which fosters conversation between faith and science. It also invites world-class scholars to deliver
the annual Saint Augustine Lecture.
Semester-long fellowships bring to campus established and rising Augustinian scholars. The fellowships
support research and enable scholars to pass on to students the timeliness of Augustine’s thought. Their
presence on campus helps to publicize and enhance the reputation of the University as a privileged place for
the study of Augustine.
One of the fellowships, which is named in honor of the late Thomas F. Martin, OSA, a beloved Villanova
professor, author, lecturer, and the Institute’s first director, recently brought to the University Maureen Tilly,
who offered a down-to-earth understanding of Augustine’s difficult relations with the Donatists. Another
fellowship offers a junior scholar the opportunity to work with the Villanova community as a whole, and
supports the international Reconsideration Conference of distinguished scholars every three years.
“The Institue provides a way for Villanova to articulate and focus energies on the Augustinian qualities of
our mission,” says Fr. Allan Fitzgerald, OSA, an internationally recognized scholar who is the present director
of the Institute.
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Under the umbrella of the Augustinian Institute is the Augustinian Historical Institute which serves as a
resource center for the study of the history of the Order. Besides offering an extensive collection of materials
on the topic, it publishes scholarly books and articles, maintains connection with the International Institutum
Historicum and other similar institutes of the Order and supplies information and documentation on the
Order’s history to researchers and scholars. The
Historical Institute was established at Villanova in
University chapel at Villanova, Pennsylvania
1971 by Fr. Arthur Ennis, OSA, with a large part
of the collection of Fr. Francis Roth, OSA at its
former site in Riverdale, New York. The current
director of the Historical Institute is Fr. Karl
Gersbach, OSA.
Fr. Allan Fitzgerald can be reached at:
augustinianinstitute@villanova.edu

Fr. Allan Fitzgerald, the Director of the Institute

In a way that would be exceptional in many other parts of the world, two
student hostels are vital to the success and continued growth of Villanova Senior
High School (school Years 10, 11 and 12), an Augustinian-owned school on
the city outskirts of Manokwari in West Papua, Indonesia.
The school opened in July 2010 with clear principles of social justice in
mind. Since 1969 when West Papua (earlier the separate colony of Dutch New
Guinea) was incorporated into Indonesia, the indigenous Papuans have
become a minority people here, and their receiving a secondary education is
one of the areas of public life in which they are under-represented.

Fr. Anton Tromp OSA, wearing
the Villanova staff uniform

Villanova Senior High School addresses this situation, with over 85% of its
school population being of indigenous Papuan background. This achievement
has been greatly assisted by having its own hostels where ethnically-Papuan
youth from rural areas (where there are no senior high schools) can live safely
while advancing their secondary education. Over eighty Villanova students
come from rural villages as much as 200 kilometres inland from Manokwari.
Another advantage of hostel accommodation is that it assists with selfdiscipline. With the unemployment of indigenous males in Manokwari being
about 37%, the distractions available to young adults can turn them towards
alcohol, even though the local Prohibition laws struggle vainly to make
Manokwari a completely alcohol-free area. With some high school students as
old as twenty years of age, to provide student hostel accommodation with
discipline, supervision and evening study periods, greatly assists students in
avoiding distractions that can otherwise be easily encountered.

Fr. Anton Tromp and
Frater Athanasius Bame, OSA,
doing now his pastoral year by assisting
at Villanova High School Manokwari,
teaching religion classes,
and assisting at the boys’ hostel

The school’s rector, Fr Anton Tromp OSA, of the Augustinian Delegation of
Papua, notes that a shortage of hostel space will seriously affect Villanova
when the next academic year begins in June 2013. The next construction
activity must be the extension of the girls’ hostel and an annex to it that would
become a convent for the Indonesian Augustinian Sisters of Divine Mercy. The project will cost about 180,000
Euros, but sufficient funds have not yet been found.
After this task, enlargement of the boys hostel will also be needed. In the meantime the five Augustinians living
and teaching here (Augustinians fill half of the teaching schedule at Villanova) do not have a large enough
residence yet, and some of them have to sleep at night in school offices and the school sickroom. For this
project, too, about 150,000 Euros is required. Villanova Senior High School – one of the youngest Augustinian
high schools in the world - steps into the future with major challenges, yet with a firm step!
Fr. Tromp can be contacted at tromp@seminari-pvd.com

Students of Villanova Senior High School, September 2012
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Villanova now has a boys’ hostel and a girls’ hostel. With a present enrollment of 201 pupils (but ultimately planned to grow to 360 pupils), 66% of the
present students have hostel accommodation, for which their parents pay fees
that are adjusted according to each family’s capacity to pay – which at times
can be quite meagre.

21

A U G U S T IN IA N F A M ILY

PROVINCE OF ENGLAND - SCOTLAND
(2013-2017)
Prior Provincial:
Fr. Paul GRAHAM
Counsellors:
Fr. Bernard ROLLS
Fr. Robert MARSH
Fr. Gianni NOTARIANNI
Fr. Ian WILSON
Econome:
Fr. Robert MARSH
Secretary:
Fr. Jacob CHOI

flash
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PROVINCE OF MEXICO
Fr. Baltasar TORRES
(New Provincial-elect)

PROVINCE OF IRELAND
Fr. John HENNEBRY
(New Provincial-elect)

PROVINCE OF CASTILLE
Fr. Angel ESCAPA
(New Provincial-elect)

THE AUGUSTINIANS, ORIGINS AND SPIRITUALITY
Luis Marín de San Martín, OSA
Augustinian Historical Institute, Rome 2013 - libri@osacuria.org

- from the English translation by Fr. Brian Lowery, OSA
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First released in Spanish in 2010, this historicalspiritual synthesis of the roots of Augustinian spirituality,
has recently been translated and published in an English
edition. It will be of inestimable value to all Augustinians,
and an especially valuable resource for formation
directors and their students.
“The interest in the origins and development of the
Order of Saint Augustine that has grown up in the English-speaking world puts this work of Fr. Luis Marín at the
top of the list of musts for a broader diffusion. A personal
knowledge of Augustinian life from its beginnings in
North Africa through its period of quiet influence in
Europe to the foundation of the Order in the thirteenth
century and on to today attracts the attention not only of
friars of the Order but also those men and women who
are closely bonded with them in many countries throughout the world. Therefore, for the sake of deepening the
awareness of the force of the Augustinian charism, this
translation has been undertaken with the hope of drawing
the Augustinian world closer together and projecting it
outward with the richness it has received.”

