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Prospero Cardinal Grech
was born at Birgu, Malta, on
Christmas Eve, 1925, to Vin-
cent Grech and Amelia Gatt.
At baptism he was given the
name Stanley. After complet-
ing primary and secondary ed-
ucation in Malta he attended
the University of London and
the Royal University of Malta,
at which latter institution he
began a course of medicine,
but after a year he withdrew.
During World War II he
served in the University Home
Guard, RMA, as an anti-air-
craft gunner, and in 1943, en-
tered the Augustinian Order
taking the name Prospero.
He was professed in August,
1944, and pursued two years
of philosophical studies at the

Order’s school of theology in Rabat. In 1946, he was sent to the
Collegio Santa Monica in Rome for theology, after which he was
ordained priest on March 25, 1950 in the Lateran Basilica.

Father Prospero obtained a diploma for summer course work
done in educational philosophy at the University of Fribourg in
Switzerland, and in 1953 ob-
tained his doctorate in Theol-
ogy from the Gregorian Uni-
versity with a thesis on “The
Atonement and God in Mod-
ern English Theology.” He
then studied Sacred Scripture
at the Pontifical Biblical Insti-
tute in Rome, obtaining the
Licentiate summa cum laude,
and spent an additional year
in preparation for the Doctor-
ate. In 1954 he was a partici-
pant in an archeological visit
to the Holy Land.

In that same year Father
Prospero returned to Malta
and taught for two years at the
Augustinian Theological Col-

Prospero Cardinal Grech
The New Augustinian Cardinal

Editorial

History is, for the most part,

the compilation of the quite or-

dinary events of rather ordinary

people. But every now and again

something quite special takes

place which fills history with un-

common color. These are the

events of history that are

recorded in books, that are com-

memorated on our calendars,

and that are studied and dis-

cussed in classrooms and confer-

ence halls.

One such event drew the at-

tention of many people, certainly

the members of the Order and

of the entire Augustinian Family

when, this past January 6th, Pope

Benedict announced his inten-

tion to create 22 new cardinals

and included in their number

our own Fr. Prospero Grech. We

were surprised and taken off

guard! The last member of the

Order to enter the College of

Cardinals was Sebastiano Cardi-

nal Martinelli, who was named

cardinal priest on April 15, 1901

and received the red hat on May

8, 1901. Cardinal Martinelli died

in 1918. Thus, it has been 110

years since an Augustinian was

called to the College, and 94

years since the last Augustinian

Cardinal died. Consequently, Fr.

Prospero, who in his own right

was already a colorful person

before the announcement and

the biretta came, will now find a

special place among a very small

number of historic figures.

It did not take very long after

the announcement of January

6th was made, for the many who

know the cardinal to realize just

how fitting the Holy Father's se-

lection was, as we hope others

will see in the pages that follow.

We proudly pay special tribute

to our worthy confrere in this is-

sue of OSA INT and wish him

long life and continued fruitful

ministry in the Order and in the

service of the Church.

Fr. Michael Di Gregorio, OSA

Coordinator of Communications His Eminence Prospero Card. Grech

Creation as cardinal in St. Peter’s Basilica
in Vatican City



lege and at Mater Admirabilis
Training College in Rabat. In 1957
he obtained a British Council
scholarship to Oxford University
where he read Hebrew with Pro-
fessor G. Driver, and Education as
well. The following year he was in-
vited to the University of Cam-
bridge as research assistant to Pro-
fessor A. J. Arberry who was doing
studies on Maltese Literature,
while he continued his own stud-
ies of Hebrew. 

In 1959 Father Prospero re-
turned to his teaching positions in
Malta for two years, after which he
left for Rome in order to complete his thesis in biblical studies. Shortly after, however, he was chosen
as secretary of the Vatican Vicariate by Bishop Van Lierde, O.S.A., and in this position took part in
the conclave that elected Paul VI as pope. In 1965 he was chosen as president of the Istituto Teologi-
co Augustinianum and lectured there as well. In 1970 with Father Agostino Trapè he founded the Isti-
tuto Patristico Augustinianum and was elected its first president, a position he held until 1979. In the
same year, 1970, he began a 32 year career lecturing on hermeneutics at the Pontifical Biblical Insti-
tute and from 1971 to 1989 taught biblical theology also at the Pontifical Lateran University. He was
chosen as a member of the commission for the preparation of Sapientia christiana, the magna carta of
all pontifical universities. In 1984 Father Grech was named a Consultor of the Sacred Congregation
of the Doctrine of the Faith in which he still serves, and in 1998 Apostolic Visitator for seminaries in
India. In 2003 he was named to the Pontifical Theological Academy by the Vatican Secretary of State
and in 2004 to the Pontifical Biblical Commission. In December, 2011, he was made a Companion of
the National Order of Merit of Malta by President George Abela.

Father Prospero has also been actively pastorally in the ministry provided the public chapel of
Santa Monica in Rome, has been a member of the commission for dialogue with the Orthodox in
Sofia and has engaged in talks with the Orthodox in Bucharest, Moscow and Greece. In his free time
he is an avid photographer and student of art history and classical music. In addition to Latin, Greek,
Hebrew and his native Maltese, he is proficient in English, Italian, French, German and Dutch. As an
author of books and articles, his bibliography fills many pages. 

On the Solemnity of the
Epiphany, January 6, 2012, Pope
Benedict announced his inten-
tion to create 22 new cardinals,
among them Father Prospero
Grech of the Order of Saint Au-
gustine. Accordingly, he was or-
dained to the episcopacy on Feb-
ruary 8, 2012 in Malta by Msgr.
Paul Cremona, Archbishop of
Malta, and was named titular
Archbishop of San Leone. On
February 18, 2012, he was created
Cardinal of the Holy Roman
Church and assigned the title of
Saint Maria Goretti. 
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Augustinian Cardinals
during the 19th - 20th centuries

the anniversary of his episcopal consecration,
March 30, 1888, in Rome following a brief but se-
vere illness. Bishop Luigi Sepiacci, OSA, then Sec-
retary of the Sacred Congregation of Bishops and
Regulars, celebrated the requiem mass at Sant’
Agostino on April 4, 1888. Eighteen cardinals were
in attendance. Cardinal Martinelli was interred in
the Order’s mausoleum in the cemetery of Campo
Verano, Rome. A man of great simplicity, he pre-
ferred as cardinal to live with the Irish friars at
their friary of Santa Maria in Posterula, where he
participated in the life of the community as far as
possible. As Ordinary of the diocese of Sabina he
gave most of his income to the poor and to needy
causes. Saint John Bosco referred to him as “the
pearl” of the Sacred College. 

Luigi Sepiacci OSA, was
born on September 12,
1835 in Castiglione del
Lago, Perugia. He en-
tered the Order at Terni
on June 27, 1851, taking
the name Luigi in place
of his baptismal name,
Domenico. He was pro-
fessed on June 28, 1852,
and was ordained priest

on May 29, 1858, in Perugia by the future Pope Leo
XIII, Gioacchino Pecci, who at the time was Arch-
bishop of Perugia. He obtained degrees in philoso-
phy, theology and oriental languages and served at
various times as professor in Italy as well as in Bel-
gium, and as Secretary General and Procurator
General of the Order. In 1870 he was awarded the
Chair of Theology at Sapienza University in Rome
over several other professors all of whom were his
seniors. He was appointed titular bishop of Callinico
in March, 1883 and consecrated on March 18 of
that year at Sant’Agostino, Rome. He was named
president of the Vatican School of diplomacy, (the
Pontifical Academy of Ecclesiastical Nobles) in Au-
gust 1885, and Secretary of the Sacred Congrega-
tion of Bishops and Regulars in 1886. 
Bishop Sepiacci was created cardinal priest at the

consistory of December 14, 1891, and received the
red hat and the title of Santa Prisca on December
17, 1891. He took canonical possession of the
church on the feast of its patroness, January 18,
1892. In August of the same year he became Prefect
of the Sacred Congregations of Indulgences and

Tommaso Maria Marti -
nelli OSA, was born on
February 4, 1827 in
Lucca, Italy, the eldest
of five children. He en-
tered the Order in 1842
and was professed on
April 19, 1844. Two of
his brothers were also
members of the Order,
Father Aurelio, for

many years prior at Genazzano, and Cardinal Se-
bastiano. After completing his studies at Sant’
Agostino, Rome, he was ordained to the priest-
hood on December 22, 1849. Father Martinelli
served the Church and the Order in a variety of
ministries: as master of professed, regent of stud-
ies, Secretary General of the Order, professor of
Sacred Scripture at La Sapienza University, Consul-
tor for the Sacred Congregation of the Index, As-
sistant General, sub-dean of the theological faculty
of the Roman University and theologian at the
First Vatican Council. He was created cardinal dea-
con of San Giorgio in Velabro by Pope Pius IX in
the consistory of December 22, 1873. When Cardi-
nal Bilio went to bring him word of his nomination
he was washing purificators in the sacristy of Sant’
Agostino. He received the red hat on March 15,
1874, three days after having been appointed pro-
prefect of the Sacred Congregation of Studies. He
later belonged to the order of Cardinal priests and
was given, on September 17, 1875, the title of Santa
Prisca, one of the three Augustinian churches in
Rome. 
On October 18, 1877 he was named Prefect of

the Sacred Congregation of Rites, but the follow-
ing year was reassigned to Prefect of the Congrega-
tion of the Index. From 1877 he was also Cardinal
Protector of the Order. Cardinal Martinelli partici-
pated in the conclave of 1878 which elected Pope
Leo XIII, though Martinelli himself was the fa-
vored candidate of a number of cardinals. He was
appointed Prefect of the Sacred Congregation of
the Index on July 15, 1878, and served as Camer-
lengo of the Sacred College of Cardinals from
March 15, 1883 until March 24, 1884. On that lat-
ter date he opted for the order of cardinal bishops
with the title of the See of Sabina and the Abbey of
S. Maria di Farfa. He was consecrated bishop on
March 30, 1884 in the Basilica of Sant’Agostino,
Rome. Cardinal Martinelli died on Good Friday,
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Relics. He died on April 26, 1893 in Rome at the age
of 58, and was interred in the Order’s mausoleum in
Campo Verano, Rome. In 1938, on the 45th anniver-
sary of his death, the remains of the Cardinal were
reinterred in the Basilica of Santa Prisca. 

Agostino Ciasca was
born on May 7, 1835 in
Polignano a Mare, in the
province of Bari, Italy.
He joined the Augustini-
ans in 1856, and was pro-
fessed on March 11,
1857. He did his philo-
sophical and theological
studies at Sant’ Agostino
in Rome and was or-
dained priest on Sep-

tember 18, 1858. A man of remarkable memory,
sharp intellect and great industry, he pursued high-
er studies in various fields, obtaining doctorates in
both theology and Hebrew, the chair of which he
held at the Pontifical Urban Athenaeum of Propa-
ganda Fide. He participated in the First Vatican
Council as theologian and interpreter of Oriental
languages. Father Ciasca was named consultor of
the Oriental Rites area of Propaganda Fide in 1876
and president of its pontifical college of interpreters
in 1882. He was also a consultor of the Holy Office,
Assistant General and Procurator General of the Or-
der. In 1891 he was named Prefect of the Vatican
Archives. Father Ciasca was named titular bishop of
Larissa on June 1, 1891 and was ordained to the
episcopacy the following June 7th. 
That same year he was sent by the Holy

See to preside over the Ruthenian synod at
Lemberg. In 1892 he was appoint-
ed pro-secretary of the Congrega-
tion of Propaganda Fide. On
June 19, 1899 he was named
cardinal priest and received
the red hat and title of San
Callisto on June 22nd of the
same year. Cardinal Ciasca, con-
sidered one of the most learned
members of the Sacred College,
contributed widely to ecclesiasti-
cal scholarship with many publica-
tions in theology, biblical studies,
and Oriental languages, especially
Coptic and Arabic. A religious
dedicated to his vocation and to
the Order throughout his life, he died on
February 6, 1902 and was interred in Campo Ver-
ano Cemetery following his funeral at San-
t’Agostino, Rome. On April 28, 1938 his remains
were transferred to the Basilica of Santa Maria del
Popolo in Rome.
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Sebastiano Martinelli,
the younger brother of
Cardinal Tommaso and
Fr. Aurelio Martinelli,
was born on August 20,
1848, in Borgo Sant’An-
na, Lucca, Italy. He en-
tered the Order on De-
cember 6, 1863 and was
professed on January 6,
1865. He was ordained
on March 4, 1871 and
became professor of the-

ology at the College of the Irish Augustinians, Santa
Maria in Posterula and served for five years as Re-
gent of Studies. In 1881, at the age of 33, he was
named Postulator of Causes for the Order. He was
elected Prior General in 1889 and re-elected in
1895. During the first year of his generalate he pro-
moted the reform of the Province of Peru and
sought to re-establish the Order in France with the
opening of a novitiate in Nantes. He advanced the
reunion of the Spanish provinces with the Order, a
decision which was confirmed by Pope Leo XIII,
and in 1895 established the Province of Madrid. On
April 18, 1896, he was appointed Apostolic Delegate
to the United States and consecrated titular arch-
bishop of Efesus on August 30th in Rome by Secre-
tary of State, Cardinal Mariano Rampolla. Archbish-
op Martinelli took possession of the delegation on
October 4, 1896 while retaining the title of Prior
General of the Order. Pope Leo XIII named him
cardinal priest on April 15, 1901. He received the
red hat on May 8, 1901 from Cardinal Gibbons in

the cathedral of Baltimore, and the title of
Sant’Agostino on June 9, 1902. The follow-

ing year he participated in the
conclave which elected Pope
Pius X. As cardinal he served in
various dicasteries: the Apos-
tolic Signatura, Propaganda
Fide, Prefect of the Congrega-
tion of Rites, and member of

the Congregations of Bishops
and Regulars, Studies, Extraordi-
nary Ecclesiastical Affairs, Sacra-
ments, and the Apostolic Secre-
tariate. He was also Cardinal
Protector of 21 religious institutes
and associations. He served as
camerlengo of the College of Car-
dinals from April, 1907, until

April, 1909. Due to infirmity he was unable
to participate in the conclave of 1914 which elect-
ed Benedict XV. He died at Sant’Anna in Rome

on July 4, 1918, and following his funeral at Sant’
Agostino, was entombed in the mausoleum of the
Order in Campo Verano.



Cardinal Bonaventura Badoar-
do da Padova, OSA - Former
Prior General of the Order;
born June 22, 1332 in Padua,
Italy; theologian in Padua and
Bologna; confidant of Petrarch
whose funeral oration he deliv-
ered; created Cardinal Priest
of Santa Cecilia on September
18, 1378; died sometime be-
fore the 30th of March, 1385.

Cardinal Alessandro Oliva,
OSA - Former Prior General of
the Order, elected in 1459;
born 1407 in the province of
Ancona, Italy; Prior Provincial
of the Marches; Vicar General;
created Cardinal Priest of San-
ta Susanna on March 5, 1460,
ten months after his election as

Prior General; Camerlengo of the Sacred College
of Cardinals - 1461 to 1462; Apostolic Administrator
of Camerino, 1461 -1463; died August 20, 1463.

Cardinal Egidio da Viterbo,
OSA - Former Prior General of
the Order, elected in 1507;
born Egidio Antonini in 1472
in Viterbo, Italy; theologian,
papal diplomat, Vicar General
of the Order; created Cardinal
Priest of San Bartolomeo al-
l’Isola on July 1, 1517; named

bishop of Viterbo and Tuscania on December 2,
1523; Titular Patriarch of Constantinople August 8,
1524; Cardinal Priest of San Marcello on May 9,
1530; Apostolic Administrator of Zadar (Croatia)
December 19, 1530; Apostolic Administrator of
Lanciano April 10, 1532; died November 12, 1532.

Cardinal Girolamo Seripando,
OSA - Former Prior General of
the Order, elected in 1539;
born May 6, 1492 in the King-
dom of Naples, Italy; served as
Secretary General of the Order
and later Regent of Studies in
Bologna; Vicar General of the
Congregation of S. Giovanni a

Carbonara; named Metropolitan Archbishop of
Salerno, March 30, 1554; created Cardinal Priest
of Santa Susanna on March 10, 1561; Papal Legate
to the Council of Trent; died March 17, 1563.

Cardinal Gregorio Petrocchini,
OSA - Former Prior General of
the Order, elected in 1587;
born February, 1536 in Montel-
paro, Italy; Prior Provincial of
the Marches; created Cardinal
Priest of Sant’Agostino on De-
cember 20, 1589 while contin-

uing as Prior General until February, 1591; his car-
dinalatial title was later changed to that of Santa
Maria in Trastevere; proto-priest of the Sacred Col-
lege of Cardinals, 1611; Cardinal Bishop of Palestri-
na, August 17, 1611; died May 19, 1612.

Cardinal Enrico Noris, OSA -
born August 29, 1631 in Ve -
rona, Italy, though of Irish an-
cestry; professor of philosophy,
history, and theology in various
cities; appointed first custodi-
an of the Vatican Library in
May, 1693; created Cardinal
Priest of Sant’Agostino Decem-
ber 12, 1695; Archivist of Vati-

can Secret Archives and Librarian of the Vatican
Apostolic Library, March 6, 1700; died February 23,
1704 and buried in Sant’Agostino.

Cardinal Gaspar de Molina y
Oviedo, OSA - born January 6,
1679 in Merida, Spain; Prior
Provincial of Andalucia; Gen-
eral Councilor, and Assistant
General of Spain and the In-
dies; appointed bishop of San-
tiago de Cuba, September 11,
1730; bishop of Barcelona,
Spain, June 18, 1731; bishop of

Málaga, Spain, May 5, 1734; created Cardinal Priest
on December 20, 1737; died on August 30, 1744.

Cardinal Patrício da Silva, OSA
- born September 15, 1756 in
Pinheiros, Portugal; professor
of theology and Scripture at
Coimbra; Royal preacher and
chaplain of the royal chapel;
appointed bishop of Castelo
Branco, Portugal in 1818; Met-

ropolitan Archbishop of Évora, Portugal, May 3,
1819; named minister and secretary of ecclesiasti-
cal affairs and of justice by the king; created Cardi-
nal-Priest September 27, 1824; Patriarch of Lisbon,
March 13, 1826; died January 3, 1840
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From 27 to 29 November 2011, the Prior
General, Father Robert Prevost, the Prior Provin-
cial of Colombia Father Argiro Escobar and the
brothers of the Province of San
Miguel of Quito, gathered in
the city of Guayaquil for our
Ordinary Provincial Chapter.
The opening Eucharist was
presided over by the Prior
General and celebrated in the
Church of Saint Augustine
with the attending capitulars
together and the faithful of the
Parish. In the course of his
homily the Prior General called
on us to live out a time of hope.

The Prior General presid-
ing over the Chapter, in his
opening speech picked up on
the words of warning pro-
nounced by Blessed Pope John
Paul II in Poland, on the new
Evangelization, that would lat-
er be applied to the whole
Church, and thus necessarily
also applied to us Augustinians:
“Just as we have been evangelized -
he said – we can evangelize the people of God, by being
witnesses of unity, so that by forming a community, we
will be signs of hope”.

At the appointed time, the Prior Provincial,
Father Argiro Escobar, after thanking Father Luis
Moya for having undertaken provincial leader-
ship, informed the chapter that, as a result of the
exploration and consultation among the broth-

ers, he was appointing Father Patricio Villalba as
Provincial Superior. On taking the floor in a brief
message, Father Patricio invited the brothers to

work patiently and pray in a spirit of hopefulness.
He asked, as well, that all would take seriously the
the project for the life of the Province to be dis-
cussed in the Chapter, for if we follow this path – he
said – something will be happening within us: we will
grow. Let us set in motion this process which requires us
to learn new habits and obliges us to discard old ones.

In the exploration for his provincial an -
imation team, the following brothers were
chosen as Councillors: Father Vicente Aguilar,
Father Byron Moreno, Father Amable González
and Father Wilson Posligua. Nominated as well
were Father Ramiro Garzón, Provincial Bursar,
and Father Wilson Posligua, Provincial Secre -
tary. All of these appointments are subject to
ratification by the Prior Provincial of Colombia
and his Council, and by the Father General and
his Council.

Fr. Wilson Posligua B., OSA

Ordinary Provincial Chapter 2011
of the Province of San Miguel in Quito, Ecuador

Participants of the Chapter

Provincial 
Superior 
Fr. Patricio 
Villalba

8
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a formal proposal for Federation to be con -

sidered by the Provincial Chapter of each

Province.

Gary McCloskey (Villanova), Karl Gersbach

(Chicago), Robert Gavotto (California), and

Francis Galvan (Canada), were appointed the

committee to develop Statutes. Several drafts

were reviewed by the Province Councils and

then sent to all friars for their observations

and suggestions. The Committee then made

revisions and presented their proposal to a

meeting of Provincials and Councils held in

San Diego, California in early February, 2012.

It was at this meeting that final approval was

given by each of the Provincial Councils to the

concept and to the Statutes.

Present Provincials, Gary Sanders (Califor-

nia), Francis Galvan (Canada), Bernard Scian-

na (Chicago) and Anthony Genovese (Villano-

va), will form the initial Federation Council and

will choose from among their number the first

head of the Federation,

who will hold the title of

‘Federation Prior’. In turn,

they will appoint an indi-

vidual to serve as Execu-

tive Director and to work

in close collaboration with

the Federation Prior and

Council.

Congratulations and

prayerful good wishes go

to the leadership and to

the friars of the four cir-

cumscriptions who were

part of the process that

gave birth to this new re-

ality for the future of Au-

gustinian life in North

America.

Federation of

Augustinians of North America

The Federation of Augustinians of

North America [FANA] was born on Febru-

ary 21, 2012. On that date the Prior General

with his Council approved the request of the

four Provinces of North America - California,

Canada, Chicago, and Villanova - to form the

Federation and approved the Statutes which

they had proposed.

The process which led to the establish-

ment of FANA began in 2007 with discussions

among the Priors Provincial of the four cir-

cumscriptions together with their respective

Councils. The four Provincials at that time,

Gary Sanders, Francis Galvan, William Lego

and Donald Reilly, together visited the various

regions of the provinces in the course of 2008

and 2009 to discuss the concept with the fri-

ars and to address their questions and con-

cerns. In 2009 a convocation of over 200 fri-

ars from the four circumscriptions endorsed

the formation of a Federation and charged the

Provincials and their Councils with developing

Provincials, their Councils, and the Vicar General at the final meeting of NACAP
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Second Meeting of the Young Augustinians
of Europe 2011

friars and reflected on the following: what it means
to be an Augustinian today, with both the joys and
disappointments that this entails; our motives for
persevering and growing in our vocation; the de-
mands of developing our interiority – including a
discussion about the types of spiritual direction we
use, and finally - our dreams for the future.  We en-
tered into this group sharing within the context of
prayer, contemplation and recreation. Through-
out our days together we received the warm hospi-
tality of the local community of friars and the
wider Augustinian family in Kosice.  The presence
of the Prior General and his willingness to share
his own personal experiences and listen to ours
was greatly appreciated.

Concerns and Proposals

1. The first meeting of young friars in Ghent was
organized by the OAE secretariat under the
instructions of the OAE superiors.  The rela-
tive success of the meeting was evident by the
number of friars in attendance – thirty-one,
plus the three members of the OAE secreta -
riat and the Prior General. At this meeting in
Kosice only nine friars were present.  Given
the difference in attendance we propose that
the European superiors convene future meet-
ings, rather than the young friars or indi -

vidual friars, who lack the au-
thority to convene official
meetings and would not have
the contact details of all the
young friars.  We believe the
meetings would be better at-
tended if the superiors took
responsibility for the promo-
tion and communication
needed. 

2. It was noted that the first
letter written at Ghent to the
European superiors did not re-
ceive enough attention.  This
resulted in poor communica-
tion and distribution of the
letter – it would seem that
many of the young friars who
did not attend the meeting

The Kosice Letter

Introduction

With a desire to keep alive the initiative and
enthusiasm of the meeting of young friars at
Ghent in 2008, and acting upon the proposal of
the superiors of the Organization of Augustinians
of Europe, a second meeting was held in Kosice,
Slovakia on 27 April – 2 May 2011.  Nine friars
from Europe gathered for the meeting. The friars
were from the following circumscriptions:  Slova-
kia (Province of Italy), Malta, Poland, England-
Scotland and Bohemia.  The Prior General
opened the meeting and was present for the initial
stages.

We are most pleased to inform you, now, of
our meeting, share our experience, highlight
some concerns, offer some proposals and draw
your attention once again to the Letter of Ghent.

Our Experience

The theme of the meeting was Returning from
Emmaus.  After the enthusiasm of our first meeting
in Ghent we now pose the question – how do we
continue our journey as young Augustinians in Eu-
rope?  We shared our experiences of life as young

Participants in front of the building site for the new priory (convent) in Slovakia



6. We propose that a member of the European
Secretariat be present at our young friars’
meetings and that we, the young friars, nomi-
nate a representative to be present at the OAE
meetings; we would vote for a representative
at our next young friars’ meeting. 

did not receive a copy of the letter.  We ask for
the following: that both the letter of Ghent
and this letter be taken into consideration in
the next meeting of European superiors in
Palermo in March 2012, that both letters be
distributed to the friars of Europe, and to the
extent that it is possible, a response be given
to these letters.

3. We would like to repeat the proposal from the
Letter of Ghent, 6.ii. 

“To select a group of young friars who would re-
search ideas and possibilities for collaboration,
with the intention of presenting these ideas to the
Conference of Provincials and to the assembly of
OAE.  This would help keep alive the Spirit of
Ghent and give a channel of communication for
the proposals of our young European brothers.”

4. We support the comments made in the Letter
of Ghent about the need and desire for larger
communities in the Order and an experience
of common initial formation in Europe.

5. We agree with the European superiors’ pro-
posal that the meeting for young friars in Eu-
rope should take place once every two years.

Giacomo da Viterbo al Tempo di Bonifacio VIII
studi per il Vii Centenario della morte 

(Giacomo of Viterbo in the Time of Boniface VIII, 

Studies for the 7th Centenary of his Death)

edited by Pasquale Giustiniani and Gianpiero Tavolaro

Centro Culturale Agostiniano, Roma, 2011, 302 pagine

Giacomo of Viterbo (†1308) was, undoubtedly, one of the great

masters of the medieval theological school of the Augustinians. Seven

hundred years after his death, the Augustinian Cultural Center of

Rome and the Augustinian community of Viterbo wished to render him homage through a

series of study days and other religious and cultural events. 

The contributions of the conference speakers appear in the present volume. In their

research, the role of Blessed Giacomo da Viterbo in the wide panorama of 13th Century

theology and culture is amply brought to light, together with the friars contributions to science,

to the life of the Church and to the papacy of his time. Among the many authors included here

are: Rocco Ronzani OSA, Vittorino Grossi OSA, Mario Mattei OSA.

PUBLICATIONS

A small group going for a walk in the mountains
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Episcopal Ordination (8th February 2012) 
of His Eminence Prospero Card. Grech 

as Titular Archbishop of San Leone at St. John’s
Co-Cathedral in Valletta, Malta
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Creation as Cardinal (18th February 2012)
of His Eminence Prospero Card. Grech 

at Saint Peter’s Basilica
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On the Road to Guadarrama:
Our Contemplative Nuns Prepare for Assembly

In October, 2010, following the Intermediate
General Chapter held in the Philippines, Prior
General Robert Prevost wrote to all of the contem-
plative monasteries of the Order with a special
greeting and a specific invitation. The greeting

communicated to our nuns the desire of the Chap-
ter members to underscore the importance of the
Augustinian Contemplative life of our sisters with-
in the Order. In this regard, Fr. Prevost cited the
statement of the Chapter encouraging Major Su-
periors to seek ways of strengthening the bonds of
fraternity between friars and our con-
templative monasteries in whatever
way possible. The invitation, on the
other hand, announced the celebra-
tion of an assembly of representatives
from all of our contemplative monas-
teries, which subsequently has been
scheduled for October, 2012, at
Guadarrama in Spain. The purpose
of the assembly is manifold: to pro-
mote better understanding of various
ways of living the contemplative voca-
tion in our Order; to strengthen
bonds of friendship; to be in commu-
nication with monasteries that are
not federated; and to prepare a
process for the renewal of the Consti-
tutions.

In December, 2011, a group of

friars and nuns of the Order, gathered in Spain to
begin preparations for the Assembly which now
has been scheduled for October 1 to 5, 2012. Par-
ticipants were the Prior General, the Assistants of
the Italian Federation and of the two Spanish Fed-
erations, Frs. Luciano De Michieli, Alejandro
Moral Antón and Teófilo Viñas, respectively, and
the Presidents of the Federations, accompanied by
another sister, Sisters Inés Dias de Bastos e Silva,
Laura Durán Domínguez, M. Rita Piccione, M. Lu-
cia Solera, Natividad Salvador Bernat, Cecilia Tor-
res Borras, and Fr. Miguel A. Martín Juárez, Secre-
tary General. Concrete steps were taken to surface
topics for reflection and discussion, propose the
names of possible speakers, and examine issues of
concern in some cases, such as formation, dimin-
ishing numbers and aging members, possible ways
of collaboration between monasteries, etc. A first
draft of the program for the Assembly was pre-
pared, and various practical questions concerning
its organization were discussed. The process now
underway will continue to be developed over the
following months in consultation with each of the
83 Contemplative Monasteries of the Order. 

Above all, our sisters will seek, through the As-
sembly, to deepen an understanding and experi-
ence of the beauty of the Augustinian Contempla-
tive life and particularly of the rich spirituality
which is at its base.

A group of friars (Assistants of the Federations) 
and nuns (Presidents of the Federations) with the Prior General 

and the Secretary General of the Order during the meeting 
just before Christmas 2011 in Guadarrama, Spain

The nuns (Presidents of the Federations and other sisters) in Guadarrama, Spain
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All twelve members of the Vicariate of the
Augustinian Martyrs of Japan attended their
annual retreat in Tokyo from 15-21 January
2012. It was conducted by Fr. Brian Buck-
ley OSA of the Australian Province.

In recent years the Vicari-
ate’s annual retreats have
focused on the theme of com-
munal holiness as part of the
Renewal Process which the
Order in Asia and the Pacific
has undertaken following the
mandate of the 2007 General
Chapter. 

Fr. Buckley preached on selected extracts
from De Trinitate, not as a complex theological
exposition but as a program for the spiritual
life. Even so, he made Augustine’s masterpiece
more approachable to his listeners.

In the absence of the Augustinians on
retreat, the laity of the Vicariate’s four Augus-
tinian parishes kept parish activities operating,

and nearby diocesan and religious priests
provided any sacramental ministry
that was necessary.

In the Vicariate at present,
eight members are Japanese,
two are U.S.-born from the U.S.
Eastern (Villanova) Province,
and two are from the Province
of Cebu. On 5th February 2012
a Japanese postulant from the

Augustinian parish in Fukuoka
began his novitiate at Brookvale in the

Australian Province, and will return to Japan
in February 2013 to resume his studies for
priesthood.

Hiroyuki Shibata, OSA

ASIA-PACIFIC RENEWAL
PROGRAM GATHERS FRIARS IN JAPAN 
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All Augustinians presently ministering in Japan, with their retreat master, Fr. Brian Buckley OSA (Australia) seated at the far right of the first row.
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Lubudna, New Karu, Nasarawa State (near the Fed-
eral Capital Territory of Nigeria), St. Augustine’s
College is impressive in vision and architectural de-
sign. The project is the second venture of the Au-
gustinians in secondary school education in Nigeria
since the arrival of the first Irish Augustinians. 

Completed structures
include two blocks of 8
classrooms and 2 staff -
rooms each, an administra-
tive block containing 8 of-
fices, principal and rector’s
offices, principal’s house
and boy’s quarters, 2
blocks of 4 staff quarters, a
refectory and kitchen, and
two blocks of hostels with a
capacity for 130 students.
Still to be constructed are 2
additional blocks of hos-
tels, a block of classrooms,
a resident house for friars,
library complex with 4 lab-
oratories and computer
unit, school clinic and
school chapel.

Financially, the proj-
ect has been sponsored
largely by the Augustinian
General Curia, the Italian
Ministry of Foreign Affairs
through Apurimac Onlus,
the Irish, English and
American Provinces. 

St. Augustine’s Col-
lege is only about three
years old, but it has been
enjoying good patronage
among Christians and Mus-
lims alike in Nigeria.

Joel Anwayi OSA, Rector

St. Augustine’s College was formally inaugurat-
ed on the 26th of September, 2009. The aim among
others is to enable the Province to contribute her
quota to the educational development of Nigeria
and to give young people a share in the Augustin-
ian educational ethos. The new college has a long
history. In summary, the
late Vincent Hickey OSA,
Bishop James Daman OSA,
Patrick Akinrimisi OSA,
and Bishop John Niyiring
OSA, at different stages,
worked diligently for the
realization of the project as
provincials. However, it was
Hyacinth Kangyap OSA,
the present provincial who
saw the project up and run-
ning. Richard Hughes OSA
is at his usual best in its
construction and supervi-
sion, while Fr. Joel Anwayi
OSA, takes charge of the
day to day running of the
college as rector. Thanks to
these brothers for their re-
lentless efforts.

The college is co-edu-
cational with a total popu-
lation of 216 students. The
composition of the stu-
dents reflects the geo-
graphical spread of the
country. Two students are
from neighbouring African
Countries of Cameroon
and Ghana. The province
is exploring possibilities of
bringing in more Africans
from other countries in the
future to make it truly con-
tinental. St. Augustine’s
College is a home to Chris-
tians and Muslims alike.
This is a great feat in a
country that has experi-
enced a lot of religious in-
tolerance among the two
dominant religions.

Located on 14
hectares of fertile land at

ST. AUGUSTINE’S COLLEGE IN ABUJA, NIGERIA

1. The students with the Father Rector,
Fr. Joel Anwayi OSA

2. A class section of students in the
college ground

3. The front view of the classrooms
4. The refectory of the college
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RAPID GROWTH
AT AUGUSTINIAN SCHOOL IN INDIA

The large school of the Delegation of India is
now in its sixth year of Augustinian leadership and
administration and has grown rapidly.

The school began as a privately-owned secular
institution in 1995, named the Shenbagam Matricu-
lation Higher Secondary School. It is located in the
town of Pollachi in Tamil Nadu
State. It is 145 kilometers dis-
tant from St. Augustine Study
House in Aluva, which is the
nearest to Pollachi of the other
three Augustinian foundations.

This co-educational school
extends from kindergarten to
high school graduation. The
student enrollment of the
school increased by ten percent
after the Augustinians pur-
chased it and assumed control
in 2006. Enrollment rose to
1,030 boys and girls in 2008,
further increased to 1,180 in
June 2009, and reached 1,500
by July 2011.

An energetic program of
building construction has made
this increase in enrollment
physically possible. Fourteen
new classrooms and two new
staff rooms were completed in
June 2008, and another eight
class rooms were added in June
2009. Already there is an urgent
need for further classrooms.

The percentage of stu-
dents at the school who are
Christian is quite low and, in
conformity with Indian law and
practice, the school will remain
open to persons of all religions.
While sensitive to this reality in
a nation that is overwhelmingly
Hindu in its manifold varieties,
a number of Christian tradi-
tions and practices have been
introduced to the school by the
Augustinians. It should be not-
ed that in Pollachi there are
also a good number of Muslims;
this presents a very pluralistic
religious situation that is rich,
yet sometimes is a very delicate
matter to negotiate.

The most recent construction has been the St.
Monica Community Residence for the Augustinians
involved at the school. Accommodating up to ten
persons, it was blessed on June 1, 2011 by Rt. Rev. Dr.
Thomas Aquinas, who is bishop of the local Diocese
of Ciombatore.

All members of the Augus-
tinian community work in the
school: Fr. Jacob Mullassery
(prior of the community and
correspondent of the School),
Fr. Shiju Varghese Kallarakkal
(administrator of the School),
Fr. Binukumar Vakkalakkal
(vice-principal for the high
school and higher secondary
section), Fr. Santhosh Kolbe
(vice-principal for the primary
and kindergarten section), Fr.
Antony Varghese Madathi -
parambil (procurator of the
community). Fr. Thomas Jovin
is newly appointed to the com-
munity.

As of August 2011, the Del-
egation of India has a total of
forty-one members, all of them
Indian-born. Thirteen of these
are professed students who are
still in initial formation, two of
whom are studying at Valladol-
id. Not included in the above
total are an additional seven
non-professed postulants who
are completing their philosoph-
ical studies before applying for
novitiate, and twenty-five resi-
dential aspirants who are under-
taking four years of preparatory
formation. 

Fr. Robert Roy Manjilikkattu, OSA

1. The school participates in a street proces-
sion in support of a public AIDS Aware-
ness campaign

2. An Augustinian addresses a class of stu-
dents at the school

3. An Augustinian supervises a class of stu-
dents at the school

4. Female students performing a cultural
dance during the school’s celebration of
Indian Independence Day
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The indigenous people of the Kukama de Nau-
ta population, in the province of Loreto, are defin-
itively losing access to their river ports, following
a concession issued by the port authority to the
tourist company “Jungle Expedition”.

On Thursday, 27 October, Roberto Rotondo,
of the above mentioned tourist company, turned
up at the parish of Nauta to threaten Radio Uca-
mara accusing them of intruding in his affairs, and
insisting that they not to enter into “his house”
(that is involve themselves in this matter).

Radio Ucamara, a local voice sanctioned by
the Catholic Church, has always been recognized
as supporting the concerns of the local people
of Nauta, which has a vast representation of the
ethnic peoples Kukama Kukamiria (Cocama Co-
camilla).

Among the serious conditions denounced by
Radio Ucamara is, indeed, the port concessions, in
view of which access is denied to indigenous peo-
ples to these river areas where they have always
pursued their daily fishing activities and from
which they get their basic nourishment and their
principal source of protein.

The Kukamas population of Nauta

The little town of Nauta is one
of the few founded by an indige-
nous person of the Kukama com-
munity, the notable Manuel Pacaya,
who founded the town in 1830.

For this reason Nauta is a town
fundamentally Kukama, as the jour-
nalist Tello has pointed out, in spite
of the presence of Mettici and mem-
bers of other indigenous peoples.

Access to the river is funda-
mental to the life of the Kukama,
not only as a mode of transport, but
also for the various stages of agricul-
ture, from planting to harvesting,
and above all for fishing; all of these
activities will now be significantly
limited. 

The friars of the apostolic vicariate of Iquitos,
together with the Augustinian Missionary Sisters,
have always been very united and in solidarity with
the Amazonian peoples, both in the urban centres
as well as in the rural areas, supporting them in
their struggles and in their hopes for justice and
peace, as part of their integral evangelization.
From the mission of Nauta, where they are very
well liked, and from the parish radio station, Radio
Ucamara, the missionaries, sons and daughters of
Saint Augustine have become a voice for the voice-
less, proclaiming the Word as good news for the
poor and for the renewal of all things, even at the
cost of attacks by the political powers and by the
economic interests of those who see in this
prophetic defense an uncomfortable truth, a peb-
ble in the shoe of their speculations. In spite of all
the obstacles, they carry on their mission in this
globalized world, starting with the values of justice
and peace, and going forward believing in the in-
tegrity of all creation. As the Order of Saint Augus-
tine we weave networks, we build bridges and we
unite our voices so as to be stronger than the dicta-
torship of money and the government of the pow-
erful nations. We therefore support the cause of
the poor and disadvantaged, particularly through
Radio Ucamara.

Fr. Alberto Perez, OSA

The indigenous Kukama

Peru: The Indigenous Kukama Lose Access
to their Ports, the Basis of their Subsistence.
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The Congress will be held at the
Institutum Patristicum Augustinianum,
Via Paolo VI, 25 - 00193 Roma.

Lodging will be in religious in-
stitutes and hotels in the vicinity of
the Congress in single or double
rooms.

Accommodation will be booked
from 11 July (afternoon) to 17 July
(morning).

After registration at the Augus-
tinianum, the greeters at the recep-
tion area will accompany the partic-
ipants to their specific accommo -
dation.

Lunch: all the participants to-
gether in St. Monica College. Din-
ner will be in the University gar-
dens.

Participation fee is € 620 (for a
single room supplementary charge
of € 100) or, € 300 without lodging
and breakfast, and is to be given to
the Superior of one’s circumscrip-
tion.

Participants who can afford are
invited to offer a contribution in
favour of those participants who
have difficulty in financing the cost
of the Congress.

The fees paid are inclusive of
dinner on the 11th of July to break-
fast on the 17th of July (excluding
lunch on Sunday).

At the point of subscribing,
more information will be provided
including more details on the pro-
gramme and the related logistics.

To arrive at the Augustinianum
from the Airport in Fiumicino one

needs to take the train or the bus
to Stazione Termini. From Stazione
Termini one needs to take the bus
No 64 and get off at the Cavallegge -
ri bus stop. For more information
please visit the website

www.augustinians.net

The subscription to the Con-
gress must be forwarded not later
than the 1st of May, 2012.

Fr. Luciano De Michieli (Italiano)
ldemichieli@osacuria.org
padre.luciano@tiscali.it

Patricia y Gabriel Williams (Espanol) 
familia-williams@fibertel.com.ar

Anne Grech (English)
anne55@matltanet.net

III Lay Augustinian Congress
Rome, 11-17 July 2012
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Congress of Augustinian Educators & Schools
Colegio San Agustin - Lima, Peru

July 30 – August 3, 2012

We are hoping
that each

Circumscription
with

educational
centers and

institutions will
do everything

possible to
participate in
the Congress.

By the link you
will find the

Program and
the Registration

Form.

21



a
u

G
u

s
t

i
n

i
a

n
 
f

a
m

i
l

y

22

Documentary Video 
of Cardinal Prospero Grech, OSA.

On the Order's webpage: www.augustinians.net all
those interested are able to view and download this 60
minute documentary prepared by QALBINNIES (news
agency of Malta) and several friars of the Order, in English, Italian and Spanish
versions. The documentary contains interviews with Cardinal Grech and other
members of the Order and of the Church, plus images of the episcopal ordination
and subsequent Concistory in which the Holy Father created our brother a cardinal.

We hope that his documentary will be an instrument by which our brother can
be better known as well as for initiatives in the area of youth work and vocational
promotion in the Order.

Fr. Mauricio Saavedra, OSA

news

Stephen Bellesini, O.S.A.
of Great and faithful Heart

Michael F. Di Gregorio, OSA - 151 pages

This new biography of Blessed Stephen hopes to bring the life and

witness of this notable friar of the Order to the awareness of the

English-speaking world. Concerning Blessed Stephen, unlike many

other venerated members of the Augustinian Family, a great deal is

known, especially through his own writings - particularly his many

extant letters - and the detailed accounts of those who offered

testimony in the preparation for his beatification. 

These sources are used plentifully in recounting the life and work of this extraordinary

friar and priest, educator, formator, pastor and tireless advocate of the neglected and the

poor. Blessed Stephen is a man for our times whose story deserves to be more widely

known, not only by Augustinians, but by all people who still seek inspiration and guidance

through the good lives and works of others.

PUBLICATIONS



Retreat and Spirituality Centre, Incheon, South Korea (9)
Saint Augustine’s ‘OPEN PLACE’

St. Augustine’s ‘Open Place’, which began in 1994, is a retreat center with a difference.  It
lies in the heart of the old quarter of the city of Incheon which is the port city to the capital of
Seoul.  There are many splendid retreat houses in Korea but all in the countryside.  This retreat
house was built with an eye to serve those who live in the inner city poorer parishes.

It is built on the small area of some 580 square meters, hemmed in by houses and opposite
a large girls’ high school humming with energy.  The center covers the whole site so a little roof
garden was built on the second story outside the chapel to give a meditative focus and a
chance to find some inner silence as there is little outer silence in the neighborhood.  There are
no beds and so groups who stay overnight sleep on the floor of two multi-purpose rooms with
younger groups sleeping twenty persons to a room on roll-up sleeping pads.  While most
groups are small, numbering about thirty, up to a hundred can be accepted for a one-day
retreat.  The meals are prepared by volunteers and this helps keep the price low.

It was called the ‘Open Place’ because anyone seeking confession, counseling or private
prayer can go in through an open door leading from the street and take the steps to the
second floor garden and chapel.  In addition, there are 6 rooms for private retreatants on the
third floor.  The fourth floor is home to the friars who presently number three.  

In 2006 an attractive oval-shaped hall was added to the rear of the center on 504
square meters of land.  This is dedicated to St. Rita and caters to larger groups of up to 200
for lectures and liturgy.  In this way the Augustinians in Korea have endeavored to serve God
among the humble ones of the Gospel.

St Augustine’s Retreat House, Chamoejeon-ro 72, Beon-gil 11,
Chon Dong, Chung Gu, Incheon 400-190, Republic of Korea.

Telephone: +82-32-761 0768. e-mail address:  jolosu@yahoo.co.uk
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